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Perek Shira is an ancient text whose authorship had not been definitively determined. 
It is popularly attributed to King David, based upon an incident described in the text’s 
introduction, below. Others attribute it to his son, King Solomon, who understood the 
allegorical “language” of nature. (Still others attribute it to some of the Sages of the 
Mishna.) While Perek Shira means “A Chapter of Song,” it is actually six chapters (though 
the division into sub-chapters appears to be a later 
innovation). 

Perek Shira comprises a long series of praises to 
God that are “recited” by His various creations, both 
animate (birds, animals, etc.) and inanimate (bodies 
of water, day and night, etc.). There are a number 
of versions extant; a typical version has 84 or 85 
such creations praising God. The idea underlying 
Perek Shira is that everything in God’s universe has 
something to teach us. Perek Shira points us in the 
right direction to figure out what each creation’s lesson might be. 

While Perek Shira anthropomorphizes the wind, the grass, 
the Leviathan, etc., not everyone agrees that the intention 
of the work is that these things literally “sing” to God. Some 
attribute the songs to the angels of these creations. (The 
Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah 10:6 teaches that every single 
blade of grass has its own supervising angel.) Another idea is 
that these praises are metaphorically “sung” by us when our 
contemplation leads us to comprehend the lessons of these 
wonders of nature.

Clearly, when the introduction assures great rewards to one who “occupies himself” with 
Perek Shira, it doesn’t just mean one who recites it. Rather, it refers to one who puts in the 
effort to better under our Creator through His handiwork.

Jack Abramowitz 
4 Shevat, 5783

אָמַר רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה זוֹכֶה ואְוֹמְרָה לְעוֹלָם הַבָּא שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר אָז
ישִָׁיר משֶֹׁה שָׁר לֹא נאֱֶמַר אֶלָּא ישִָׁיר לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

ואְָמַר רַבִּי כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה מַעִיד אֲניִ עָלָיו שֶׁהוּא בֶּן עוֹלָם הַבָּא ונְצִוֹל מִיצֵֶר
הָרָע וּמִדִּין קָשֶׁה וּמִשָּׂטָן הַמַשְׁחִית וּמִכָּל מִיניֵ מַזִיקִין וּמֵחֶבְלוֹ שֶׁל מָשִׁיחַ וּמִדִּינהָ שֶׁל גֵּיהִנםֹ וזְוֹכֶה
לִלְמוֹד וּלְלַמֵד לִשְׁמוֹר ולְַעֲשׂוֹת וּלְקַייֵם ותְַלְמוּדוֹ מְקַייֵם בְּידָוֹ וּמַאַרִיךְ ימִָים וזְוֹכֶה לְחַייֵ עוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

אָמְרוּ רַבּוֹתֵינוּ ז״ל עַל דָּודִ הַמֶלֶךְ ע״ה בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁסִּייֵם סֵפֶר תְּהִלִים זָחָה דַעַתּוֹ עָלָיו. אָמַר לִפְניֵ
הַקָדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא ישֵׁ בְּרִיאָה שֶׁבָּרָאתָ בְּעוֹלמְךָ שֶׁאוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶניִ בְּאוֹתָהּ
שָׁעָה נזְִדַּמְּנהָ לוֹ צְפַרְדֵּעַ אַחַת ואְָמְרָה לוֹ דָּודִ אַל תָּזּוּחַ דַּעְתְּךָ עָלֶיךָ שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת
ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶּךָּ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא כָּל שִׁירָה שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת מְמַשֶּׁלֶת עָלֶיהָ שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר ויַדְַבֵּר שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל ויַהְִי שִׁירוֹ חֲמִשָׁה ואָָלֶף ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁאֲניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בְּמִצְוהָ
גְדוֹלָה וזְוּ הִיא הַמִּצְוהָ שֶׁאַניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בָּהּ ישֵׁ בִּשְׂפַת הַיםָ מִין אֶחָד שֶׁאֵין פַּרְנסָָתוֹ כִּי אִם מִן הַמַיםִ
וּבְשָעָה שֶׁהוּא רָעֵב נוֹטְלֵניִ ואְוֹכְלֵניִ לְקַייֵם מַה שֶׁנאֶֶמַר אִם רָעֵב שׂנַֹאַֽךָ הַאֲכִילֵהוּ לֶחֶם ואְִם צָמֵא
הַשְׁקֵהוּ מָיםִ כִּי גֶחָלִים אַתָּה חתֶֹה עַל ראֹשׁוֹ ויַהְוֹהָ ישְַׁלֶּם לָךָ אַל תִּקְרֵי ישְַׁלֶּם לָךְ אֶלָּא ישְַׁלִימֵהוּ
לָךְ׃
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Introduction to Perek Shira
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

Perek Shira is an ancient text whose authorship had not been definitively determined. It is
popularly attributed to King David, based upon an incident described in the text’s
introduction, below. Others attribute it to his son, King Solomon, who understood the
allegorical “language” of nature. (Still others attribute it to some of the Sages of the
Mishna.) While Perek Shira means “A Chapter of Song,” it is actually six chapters (though
the division into separate chapters appears to be a later innovation).

Perek Shira comprises a long series of praises to
God that are “recited” by His various creations, both
animate (birds, animals, etc.) and inanimate (bodies
of water, day and night, etc.). There are a number of
versions extant; a typical version has 84 or 85 such
creations praising God. The idea underlying Perek
Shira is that everything in God’s universe has
something to teach us. Perek Shira points us in the
right direction to figure out what each creation’s lesson might be.

While Perek Shira anthropomorphizes the wind, the grass, the
Leviathan, etc., not everyone agrees that the intention of the
work is that these things literally “sing” to God. Some attribute
the songs to the angels of these creations. (The Midrash in
Bereishis Rabbah 10:6 teaches that every single blade of grass
has its own supervising angel.) Another idea is that these
praises are metaphorically “sung” by us when our
contemplation leads us to comprehend the lessons of these
wonders of nature.

Clearly, when the introduction assures great rewards to one who “occupies himself” with
Perek Shira, it doesn’t just mean one who recites it. Rather, it refers to one who puts in the
effort to better under our Creator through His handiwork.

Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

4 Shevat, 5783

***********************

Perek Shira - Introduction

Rabbi Eliezer said: One who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world is worthy of
saying it in the Next World, as Exodus 15:1 says, “Then Moshe will sing.” It doesn’t say “he
sang,” but “he will sing,” i.e., in the Next World.

Rebbi said: I testify regarding one who occupies
himself with Perek Shira in this world that he is a
(future) resident of the Next World, he is saved from
the evil inclination, from harsh judgment, from the
destroying accuser, from all types of damage, from the
birth pangs of the messianic era, and from the
judgment of Gehinnom; he merits to learn and to

teach, to observe, to perform and to fulfill, his learning endures in his hand, his days are
lengthened, and he merits life in the Next World.

The Sages said regarding King David that when he
completed the book of Psalms, he was proud of
himself. He said before Hashem, “Have You created
any creature in Your world that recited more songs
and praises than I?” Along came a frog, which said
to him, “David! Don’t be so smug because I recite
more songs and praises than you! Not only that, but
every song I recite contains 3,000 parables, as I
Kings 5:12 says, ‘He recited 3,000 parables, and his songs were 1,500.’ Furthermore, I am
occupied with a great mitzvah! This is the mitzvah with which I am occupied: by the edge of
the sea there is a certain species whose sustenance only comes from the water. When it
hungers, it takes and eats me to fulfill what is written in Proverbs 25:21-22, ‘If your enemy
is hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, because you will heap
coals on his head and Hashem will reward you.’” Don’t read it as ְישְַׁלֶּם לָך (“He will reward
you”) but rather as ְישְַׁלִימֵהוּ לָך (“He will cause him to make peace with you”).

Continue to chapter 1
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אָמַר רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה זוֹכֶה ואְוֹמְרָה לְעוֹלָם הַבָּא שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר אָז
ישִָׁיר משֶֹׁה שָׁר לֹא נאֱֶמַר אֶלָּא ישִָׁיר לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

ואְָמַר רַבִּי כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה מַעִיד אֲניִ עָלָיו שֶׁהוּא בֶּן עוֹלָם הַבָּא ונְצִוֹל מִיצֵֶר
הָרָע וּמִדִּין קָשֶׁה וּמִשָּׂטָן הַמַשְׁחִית וּמִכָּל מִיניֵ מַזִיקִין וּמֵחֶבְלוֹ שֶׁל מָשִׁיחַ וּמִדִּינהָ שֶׁל גֵּיהִנםֹ וזְוֹכֶה
לִלְמוֹד וּלְלַמֵד לִשְׁמוֹר ולְַעֲשׂוֹת וּלְקַייֵם ותְַלְמוּדוֹ מְקַייֵם בְּידָוֹ וּמַאַרִיךְ ימִָים וזְוֹכֶה לְחַייֵ עוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

אָמְרוּ רַבּוֹתֵינוּ ז״ל עַל דָּודִ הַמֶלֶךְ ע״ה בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁסִּייֵם סֵפֶר תְּהִלִים זָחָה דַעַתּוֹ עָלָיו. אָמַר לִפְניֵ
הַקָדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא ישֵׁ בְּרִיאָה שֶׁבָּרָאתָ בְּעוֹלמְךָ שֶׁאוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶניִ בְּאוֹתָהּ
שָׁעָה נזְִדַּמְּנהָ לוֹ צְפַרְדֵּעַ אַחַת ואְָמְרָה לוֹ דָּודִ אַל תָּזּוּחַ דַּעְתְּךָ עָלֶיךָ שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת
ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶּךָּ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא כָּל שִׁירָה שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת מְמַשֶּׁלֶת עָלֶיהָ שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר ויַדְַבֵּר שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל ויַהְִי שִׁירוֹ חֲמִשָׁה ואָָלֶף ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁאֲניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בְּמִצְוהָ
גְדוֹלָה וזְוּ הִיא הַמִּצְוהָ שֶׁאַניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בָּהּ ישֵׁ בִּשְׂפַת הַיםָ מִין אֶחָד שֶׁאֵין פַּרְנסָָתוֹ כִּי אִם מִן הַמַיםִ
וּבְשָעָה שֶׁהוּא רָעֵב נוֹטְלֵניִ ואְוֹכְלֵניִ לְקַייֵם מַה שֶׁנאֶֶמַר אִם רָעֵב שׂנַֹאַֽךָ הַאֲכִילֵהוּ לֶחֶם ואְִם צָמֵא
הַשְׁקֵהוּ מָיםִ כִּי גֶחָלִים אַתָּה חתֶֹה עַל ראֹשׁוֹ ויַהְוֹהָ ישְַׁלֶּם לָךָ אַל תִּקְרֵי ישְַׁלֶּם לָךְ אֶלָּא ישְַׁלִימֵהוּ
לָךְ׃

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Introduction to Perek Shira
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

Perek Shira is an ancient text whose authorship had not been definitively determined. It is
popularly attributed to King David, based upon an incident described in the text’s
introduction, below. Others attribute it to his son, King Solomon, who understood the
allegorical “language” of nature. (Still others attribute it to some of the Sages of the
Mishna.) While Perek Shira means “A Chapter of Song,” it is actually six chapters (though
the division into separate chapters appears to be a later innovation).

Perek Shira comprises a long series of praises to
God that are “recited” by His various creations, both
animate (birds, animals, etc.) and inanimate (bodies
of water, day and night, etc.). There are a number of
versions extant; a typical version has 84 or 85 such
creations praising God. The idea underlying Perek
Shira is that everything in God’s universe has
something to teach us. Perek Shira points us in the
right direction to figure out what each creation’s lesson might be.

While Perek Shira anthropomorphizes the wind, the grass, the
Leviathan, etc., not everyone agrees that the intention of the
work is that these things literally “sing” to God. Some attribute
the songs to the angels of these creations. (The Midrash in
Bereishis Rabbah 10:6 teaches that every single blade of grass
has its own supervising angel.) Another idea is that these
praises are metaphorically “sung” by us when our
contemplation leads us to comprehend the lessons of these
wonders of nature.

Clearly, when the introduction assures great rewards to one who “occupies himself” with
Perek Shira, it doesn’t just mean one who recites it. Rather, it refers to one who puts in the
effort to better under our Creator through His handiwork.

Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

4 Shevat, 5783

***********************

Perek Shira - Introduction

Rabbi Eliezer said: One who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world is worthy of
saying it in the Next World, as Exodus 15:1 says, “Then Moshe will sing.” It doesn’t say “he
sang,” but “he will sing,” i.e., in the Next World.

Rebbi said: I testify regarding one who occupies
himself with Perek Shira in this world that he is a
(future) resident of the Next World, he is saved from
the evil inclination, from harsh judgment, from the
destroying accuser, from all types of damage, from the
birth pangs of the messianic era, and from the
judgment of Gehinnom; he merits to learn and to

teach, to observe, to perform and to fulfill, his learning endures in his hand, his days are
lengthened, and he merits life in the Next World.

The Sages said regarding King David that when he
completed the book of Psalms, he was proud of
himself. He said before Hashem, “Have You created
any creature in Your world that recited more songs
and praises than I?” Along came a frog, which said
to him, “David! Don’t be so smug because I recite
more songs and praises than you! Not only that, but
every song I recite contains 3,000 parables, as I
Kings 5:12 says, ‘He recited 3,000 parables, and his songs were 1,500.’ Furthermore, I am
occupied with a great mitzvah! This is the mitzvah with which I am occupied: by the edge of
the sea there is a certain species whose sustenance only comes from the water. When it
hungers, it takes and eats me to fulfill what is written in Proverbs 25:21-22, ‘If your enemy
is hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, because you will heap
coals on his head and Hashem will reward you.’” Don’t read it as ְישְַׁלֶּם לָך (“He will reward
you”) but rather as ְישְַׁלִימֵהוּ לָך (“He will cause him to make peace with you”).

Continue to chapter 1

Next
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Rabbi Jack Abramowitz is Torah Content Editor at the Orthodox Union. He is the author of nine books,
including The Tzniyus Book, The Taryag Companion, The God Book and Ask Rabbi Jack. His two-volume
The Complete Targum Onkelos is available from Kodesh Press as well as on Amazon. 
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Introduction

 אָָמַַר רַבִָּי אֱָלָיִעֶזֶרֶ כָּלָָ הַָעוֹסֵֵק בְָּפֶּרֶֶק שִֶׁירָהַ בָָּעוֹלָםָ הַַזהֶַ זוֹכֶהֶַ וְאְָוֹמְַרָהַ לָעְוֹלָםָ הַַבָָּאָ שֶֶׁנֶּאֱֶָמַַר אָָז
ישִֶָׁיר מַֹשֶֶׁהַ שֶָׁר לָאָֹ נֶאֱֶָמַַר אָלֶָּאָָ ישִֶָׁיר לָעָוֹלָםָ הַַבָָּאָ׃

Rabbi Eliezer said: One who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world is worthy of 
saying it in the Next World, as Exodus 15:1 says: “Then Moshe will sing.” It doesn’t say “he 
sang,” but “he will sing,” i.e., in the Next World.

 וְאְָָמַַר רַבִָּי כָּלָָ הַָעוֹסֵֵק בְָּפֶּרֶֶק שִֶׁירָהַ בָָּעוֹלָםָ הַַזהֶַ מַַעֶיִד אֲָנֶיִ עֶלָָיָוְ שֶֶׁהַוּאָ בֶָּן עוֹלָםָ הַַבָָּאָ וְנְֶצִֶוֹלָ מִַיצֵֶרֶ
 הַָרָע וּמִַדִִּין קָשֶֶׁהַ וּמִַשָָּׂטָָן הַַמַַשְֶׁחִַית וּמִַכָּלָָ מִַינֶיֵ מַַזיִקִין וּמֵַחֶַבְְלָוֹ שֶֶׁלָ מַָשִֶׁיחַַ וּמִַדִִּינֶהַָ שֶֶׁלָ גֵּיֵהִַנֶםֹ וְזְוֹכֶהֶַ
לָלִָמְַוֹד וּלָלְָמֵַַד לָשְִֶׁמַוֹר וְלְָעֶַשֲׂוֹת וּלָקְַייֵם וְתְַלָמְַוּדוֹ מְַקַייֵם בְָּידָוֹ וּמַַאַָרִיךְ ימִַָים וְזְוֹכֶהֶַ לָחְַַייֵ עוֹלָםָ הַַבָָּאָ׃

Rebbi said: I testify regarding one who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world that 
he is a (future) resident of the Next World, he is saved 
from the evil inclination, from harsh judgment, from the 
destroying accuser, from all types of damage, from the 
birth pangs of the messianic era, and from the judgment of 
Gehinnom; he merits to learn and to teach, to observe, to 
perform and to fulfill, his learning endures in his hand, his 
days are lengthened, and he merits life in the Next World.

 אָָמְַרוּ רַבָּוֹתֵינֶוּ ז״לָ עֶלַָ דִָּוְדִ הַַמֶַלָךְֶ ע״הַ בְָּשֶָׁעֶהַָ שֶֶׁסִִּייֵם סֵֵפְרֶ תְּהִַלָיִם זחַָָהַ דַעֶתַּוֹ עֶלָָיָוְ. אָָמַַר לָפְִנְֶיֵ
 הַַקָדוֹשֶׁ בָָּרוּךְ הַוּאָ ישֵֶׁ בְָּרִיאָָהַ שֶֶׁבָָּרָאָתָ בְָּעוֹלָמְַךָ שֶֶׁאָוֹמֶַרֶת שִֶׁירוֹת וְתְִשְֶׁבָָּחַוֹת יוֹתֵר מִַמֶַנֶיִ בְָּאָוֹתָהּ

 שֶָׁעֶהַָ נֶזִדְִַּמְְּנֶהַָ לָוֹ צֶפְְַרְדִֵּעֶַ אַָחַַת וְאְָָמְַרָהַ לָוֹ דִָּוְדִ אַָלָ תָּזּוּחַַ דִַּעֶתְְּךָ עֶלָָיֶךָ שֶֶׁאֲָנֶיִ אָוֹמֶַרֶת שִֶׁירוֹת
 וְתְִשְֶׁבָָּחַוֹת יוֹתֵר מִַמְֶּךָָּ וְלְָאָֹ עוֹד אֶָלָּאָָ כָּלָָ שִֶׁירָהַ שֶֶׁאֲָנֶיִ אָוֹמֶַרֶת מְַמַַשֶֶּׁלָתֶ עֶלָָיֶהַָ שְֶׁלָשֶֶֹׁת אֲָלָפְִָים

 מַָשֶָׁלָ שֶֶׁנֶּאֱֶָמַַר וְיַדְַבֵָּר שְֶׁלָשֶֶֹׁת אֲָלָפְָיִם מַָשֶָׁלָ וְיַהְִַי שִֶׁירוֹ חֲַמִַשֶָׁהַ וְאָָָלָףֶ וְלְָאָֹ עוֹד אֶָלָּאָָ שֶֶׁאֲָנֶיִ עוֹסֵֶקֶת
 בְָּמִַצֶוְְהַָ גְדְוֹלָהַָ וְזְוּ הִַיאָ הַַמְִּצֶוְְהַָ שֶֶׁאַָנֶיִ עוֹסֵֶקֶת בָָּהּ ישֵֶׁ בִָּשְׂפְַת הַַיםָ מִַין אֶָחַָד שֶֶׁאֵָין פֶַּרְנֶסֵָָתוֹ כָּיִ אִָם
ַֽאַָךָ הַַאֲָכֶיִלָהֵַוּ לָחֶֶַם  מִַן הַַמַַיםִ וּבְְשָָעֶהַָ שֶֶׁהַוּאָ רָעֶבְֵ נֶוֹטְָלָנֵֶיִ וְאְָוֹכֶלְָנֵֶיִ לָקְַייֵם מַַהַ שֶֶׁנֶאֶֶָמַַר אִָם רָעֶבְֵ שׂנֶֹ

 וְאְִָם צֶמֵַָאָ הַַשְֶׁקֵהַוּ מַָיםִ כָּיִ גְחֶַָלָיִם אַָתָּהַ חַֹתֶהַ עֶלַָ רֹאָשֶׁוֹ וְיַהְַֹוְהַָ ישְֶַׁלָּםֶ לָךָָ אַָלָ תִּקְרֵי ישְֶַׁלָּםֶ לָךְָ
אֶָלָּאָָ ישְֶַׁלָיִמֵַהַוּ לָךְָ׃

The Sages said regarding King David that when he completed the book of Psalms, he was 
proud of himself. He said before Hashem, “Have You created any creature in Your world that 
recited more songs and praises than I?” Along came a frog, which said to him, “David! Don’t 
be so smug because I recite more songs and praises than 
you! Not only that, every song I recite contains 3,000 
parables, as I Kings 5:12 says, ‘He recited 3,000 parables, 
and his songs were 1,500.’ Furthermore, I am occupied 
with a great mitzvah! This is the mitzvah with which I am 
occupied: by the edge of the sea there is a certain species 
whose sustenance only comes from the water. When it 

אָמַר רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה זוֹכֶה ואְוֹמְרָה לְעוֹלָם הַבָּא שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר אָז
ישִָׁיר משֶֹׁה שָׁר לֹא נאֱֶמַר אֶלָּא ישִָׁיר לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

ואְָמַר רַבִּי כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה מַעִיד אֲניִ עָלָיו שֶׁהוּא בֶּן עוֹלָם הַבָּא ונְצִוֹל מִיצֵֶר
הָרָע וּמִדִּין קָשֶׁה וּמִשָּׂטָן הַמַשְׁחִית וּמִכָּל מִיניֵ מַזִיקִין וּמֵחֶבְלוֹ שֶׁל מָשִׁיחַ וּמִדִּינהָ שֶׁל גֵּיהִנםֹ וזְוֹכֶה
לִלְמוֹד וּלְלַמֵד לִשְׁמוֹר ולְַעֲשׂוֹת וּלְקַייֵם ותְַלְמוּדוֹ מְקַייֵם בְּידָוֹ וּמַאַרִיךְ ימִָים וזְוֹכֶה לְחַייֵ עוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

אָמְרוּ רַבּוֹתֵינוּ ז״ל עַל דָּודִ הַמֶלֶךְ ע״ה בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁסִּייֵם סֵפֶר תְּהִלִים זָחָה דַעַתּוֹ עָלָיו. אָמַר לִפְניֵ
הַקָדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא ישֵׁ בְּרִיאָה שֶׁבָּרָאתָ בְּעוֹלמְךָ שֶׁאוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶניִ בְּאוֹתָהּ
שָׁעָה נזְִדַּמְּנהָ לוֹ צְפַרְדֵּעַ אַחַת ואְָמְרָה לוֹ דָּודִ אַל תָּזּוּחַ דַּעְתְּךָ עָלֶיךָ שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת
ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶּךָּ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא כָּל שִׁירָה שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת מְמַשֶּׁלֶת עָלֶיהָ שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר ויַדְַבֵּר שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל ויַהְִי שִׁירוֹ חֲמִשָׁה ואָָלֶף ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁאֲניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בְּמִצְוהָ
גְדוֹלָה וזְוּ הִיא הַמִּצְוהָ שֶׁאַניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בָּהּ ישֵׁ בִּשְׂפַת הַיםָ מִין אֶחָד שֶׁאֵין פַּרְנסָָתוֹ כִּי אִם מִן הַמַיםִ
וּבְשָעָה שֶׁהוּא רָעֵב נוֹטְלֵניִ ואְוֹכְלֵניִ לְקַייֵם מַה שֶׁנאֶֶמַר אִם רָעֵב שׂנַֹאַֽךָ הַאֲכִילֵהוּ לֶחֶם ואְִם צָמֵא
הַשְׁקֵהוּ מָיםִ כִּי גֶחָלִים אַתָּה חתֶֹה עַל ראֹשׁוֹ ויַהְוֹהָ ישְַׁלֶּם לָךָ אַל תִּקְרֵי ישְַׁלֶּם לָךְ אֶלָּא ישְַׁלִימֵהוּ
לָךְ׃
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Introduction to Perek Shira
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

Perek Shira is an ancient text whose authorship had not been definitively determined. It is
popularly attributed to King David, based upon an incident described in the text’s
introduction, below. Others attribute it to his son, King Solomon, who understood the
allegorical “language” of nature. (Still others attribute it to some of the Sages of the
Mishna.) While Perek Shira means “A Chapter of Song,” it is actually six chapters (though
the division into separate chapters appears to be a later innovation).

Perek Shira comprises a long series of praises to
God that are “recited” by His various creations, both
animate (birds, animals, etc.) and inanimate (bodies
of water, day and night, etc.). There are a number of
versions extant; a typical version has 84 or 85 such
creations praising God. The idea underlying Perek
Shira is that everything in God’s universe has
something to teach us. Perek Shira points us in the
right direction to figure out what each creation’s lesson might be.

While Perek Shira anthropomorphizes the wind, the grass, the
Leviathan, etc., not everyone agrees that the intention of the
work is that these things literally “sing” to God. Some attribute
the songs to the angels of these creations. (The Midrash in
Bereishis Rabbah 10:6 teaches that every single blade of grass
has its own supervising angel.) Another idea is that these
praises are metaphorically “sung” by us when our
contemplation leads us to comprehend the lessons of these

wonders of nature.

Clearly, when the introduction assures great rewards to one who “occupies himself” with
Perek Shira, it doesn’t just mean one who recites it. Rather, it refers to one who puts in the
effort to better under our Creator through His handiwork.

Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

4 Shevat, 5783

***********************

Perek Shira - Introduction

Rabbi Eliezer said: One who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world is worthy of
saying it in the Next World, as Exodus 15:1 says, “Then Moshe will sing.” It doesn’t say “he
sang,” but “he will sing,” i.e., in the Next World.

Rebbi said: I testify regarding one who occupies
himself with Perek Shira in this world that he is a
(future) resident of the Next World, he is saved from
the evil inclination, from harsh judgment, from the
destroying accuser, from all types of damage, from the
birth pangs of the messianic era, and from the
judgment of Gehinnom; he merits to learn and to

teach, to observe, to perform and to fulfill, his learning endures in his hand, his days are
lengthened, and he merits life in the Next World.

The Sages said regarding King David that when he
completed the book of Psalms, he was proud of
himself. He said before Hashem, “Have You created
any creature in Your world that recited more songs
and praises than I?” Along came a frog, which said
to him, “David! Don’t be so smug because I recite
more songs and praises than you! Not only that, but
every song I recite contains 3,000 parables, as I
Kings 5:12 says, ‘He recited 3,000 parables, and his songs were 1,500.’ Furthermore, I am
occupied with a great mitzvah! This is the mitzvah with which I am occupied: by the edge of
the sea there is a certain species whose sustenance only comes from the water. When it
hungers, it takes and eats me to fulfill what is written in Proverbs 25:21-22, ‘If your enemy
is hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, because you will heap
coals on his head and Hashem will reward you.’” Don’t read it as ְישְַׁלֶּם לָך (“He will reward
you”) but rather as ְישְַׁלִימֵהוּ לָך (“He will cause him to make peace with you”).

Continue to chapter 1
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אָמַר רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה זוֹכֶה ואְוֹמְרָה לְעוֹלָם הַבָּא שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר אָז
ישִָׁיר משֶֹׁה שָׁר לֹא נאֱֶמַר אֶלָּא ישִָׁיר לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

ואְָמַר רַבִּי כָּל הָעוֹסֵק בְּפֶּרֶק שִׁירָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה מַעִיד אֲניִ עָלָיו שֶׁהוּא בֶּן עוֹלָם הַבָּא ונְצִוֹל מִיצֵֶר
הָרָע וּמִדִּין קָשֶׁה וּמִשָּׂטָן הַמַשְׁחִית וּמִכָּל מִיניֵ מַזִיקִין וּמֵחֶבְלוֹ שֶׁל מָשִׁיחַ וּמִדִּינהָ שֶׁל גֵּיהִנםֹ וזְוֹכֶה
לִלְמוֹד וּלְלַמֵד לִשְׁמוֹר ולְַעֲשׂוֹת וּלְקַייֵם ותְַלְמוּדוֹ מְקַייֵם בְּידָוֹ וּמַאַרִיךְ ימִָים וזְוֹכֶה לְחַייֵ עוֹלָם הַבָּא׃

אָמְרוּ רַבּוֹתֵינוּ ז״ל עַל דָּודִ הַמֶלֶךְ ע״ה בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁסִּייֵם סֵפֶר תְּהִלִים זָחָה דַעַתּוֹ עָלָיו. אָמַר לִפְניֵ
הַקָדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא ישֵׁ בְּרִיאָה שֶׁבָּרָאתָ בְּעוֹלמְךָ שֶׁאוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶניִ בְּאוֹתָהּ
שָׁעָה נזְִדַּמְּנהָ לוֹ צְפַרְדֵּעַ אַחַת ואְָמְרָה לוֹ דָּודִ אַל תָּזּוּחַ דַּעְתְּךָ עָלֶיךָ שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁירוֹת
ותְִשְׁבָּחוֹת יוֹתֵר מִמֶּךָּ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא כָּל שִׁירָה שֶׁאֲניִ אוֹמֶרֶת מְמַשֶּׁלֶת עָלֶיהָ שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר ויַדְַבֵּר שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל ויַהְִי שִׁירוֹ חֲמִשָׁה ואָָלֶף ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁאֲניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בְּמִצְוהָ
גְדוֹלָה וזְוּ הִיא הַמִּצְוהָ שֶׁאַניִ עוֹסֶקֶת בָּהּ ישֵׁ בִּשְׂפַת הַיםָ מִין אֶחָד שֶׁאֵין פַּרְנסָָתוֹ כִּי אִם מִן הַמַיםִ
וּבְשָעָה שֶׁהוּא רָעֵב נוֹטְלֵניִ ואְוֹכְלֵניִ לְקַייֵם מַה שֶׁנאֶֶמַר אִם רָעֵב שׂנַֹאַֽךָ הַאֲכִילֵהוּ לֶחֶם ואְִם צָמֵא
הַשְׁקֵהוּ מָיםִ כִּי גֶחָלִים אַתָּה חתֶֹה עַל ראֹשׁוֹ ויַהְוֹהָ ישְַׁלֶּם לָךָ אַל תִּקְרֵי ישְַׁלֶּם לָךְ אֶלָּא ישְַׁלִימֵהוּ
לָךְ׃

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Introduction to Perek Shira
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

Perek Shira is an ancient text whose authorship had not been definitively determined. It is
popularly attributed to King David, based upon an incident described in the text’s
introduction, below. Others attribute it to his son, King Solomon, who understood the
allegorical “language” of nature. (Still others attribute it to some of the Sages of the
Mishna.) While Perek Shira means “A Chapter of Song,” it is actually six chapters (though
the division into separate chapters appears to be a later innovation).

Perek Shira comprises a long series of praises to
God that are “recited” by His various creations, both
animate (birds, animals, etc.) and inanimate (bodies
of water, day and night, etc.). There are a number of
versions extant; a typical version has 84 or 85 such
creations praising God. The idea underlying Perek
Shira is that everything in God’s universe has
something to teach us. Perek Shira points us in the
right direction to figure out what each creation’s lesson might be.

While Perek Shira anthropomorphizes the wind, the grass, the
Leviathan, etc., not everyone agrees that the intention of the
work is that these things literally “sing” to God. Some attribute
the songs to the angels of these creations. (The Midrash in
Bereishis Rabbah 10:6 teaches that every single blade of grass
has its own supervising angel.) Another idea is that these
praises are metaphorically “sung” by us when our
contemplation leads us to comprehend the lessons of these
wonders of nature.

Clearly, when the introduction assures great rewards to one who “occupies himself” with
Perek Shira, it doesn’t just mean one who recites it. Rather, it refers to one who puts in the
effort to better under our Creator through His handiwork.

Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

4 Shevat, 5783

***********************

Perek Shira - Introduction

Rabbi Eliezer said: One who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world is worthy of
saying it in the Next World, as Exodus 15:1 says, “Then Moshe will sing.” It doesn’t say “he
sang,” but “he will sing,” i.e., in the Next World.

Rebbi said: I testify regarding one who occupies
himself with Perek Shira in this world that he is a
(future) resident of the Next World, he is saved from
the evil inclination, from harsh judgment, from the
destroying accuser, from all types of damage, from the
birth pangs of the messianic era, and from the
judgment of Gehinnom; he merits to learn and to

teach, to observe, to perform and to fulfill, his learning endures in his hand, his days are
lengthened, and he merits life in the Next World.

The Sages said regarding King David that when he
completed the book of Psalms, he was proud of
himself. He said before Hashem, “Have You created
any creature in Your world that recited more songs
and praises than I?” Along came a frog, which said
to him, “David! Don’t be so smug because I recite
more songs and praises than you! Not only that, but
every song I recite contains 3,000 parables, as I
Kings 5:12 says, ‘He recited 3,000 parables, and his songs were 1,500.’ Furthermore, I am
occupied with a great mitzvah! This is the mitzvah with which I am occupied: by the edge of
the sea there is a certain species whose sustenance only comes from the water. When it
hungers, it takes and eats me to fulfill what is written in Proverbs 25:21-22, ‘If your enemy
is hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, because you will heap
coals on his head and Hashem will reward you.’” Don’t read it as ְישְַׁלֶּם לָך (“He will reward
you”) but rather as ְישְַׁלִימֵהוּ לָך (“He will cause him to make peace with you”).

Continue to chapter 1
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hungers, it takes and eats me to fulfill what is written in Proverbs 25:21-22, ‘If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, because you will heap coals 
on his head and Hashem will reward you.’” Don’t read it as  ְָישְֶַׁלָּםֶ לָך (“He will reward you”) 
but rather as  ְָישְֶַׁלָיִמֵַהַוּ לָך (“He will cause him to make peace with you”). 

Chapter 1
שֶָׁמַַיםִ אָוֹמְַרִים: הַַשֶָּׁמַַיםִ מְַסֵַפֶּרְִים כָּבְְוֹד אָלֵָ וּמַַעֶשֲֵׂהַ ידָָיוְ מַַגֵּיִד הַָרָקִיעֶַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, 
and the firmament tells of His handiwork.”  
(Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t 
literally speak. Rather, they give us light by day and 
night, causing us to recite God’s praises and to thank 
Him for this gift.

 אָרֶֶץ אָוֹמֶַרֶת. לָדְָוְדִ מִַזמְַוֹר לָיַיְָ הַָאָָרֶץ
וּמְַלָוֹאָָהּ תֵּבְֵלָ וְיְֹשְֶׁבְֵי בָָּהַ

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are 
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited when the 
Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when returning the Torah to 
the ark on weekdays.)

וְאָוְמַר. מִַכָּנְֶףַ הַָאָָרֶץ זמְִַרֹת שֶָׁמַַעֶנְֶוּ צֶבְְִי לָצֶַדִָיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’”  
(Isaiah 24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at 
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other. 
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גֵּןַ עֶדֵֶן אָוֹמֵַר עוּרִי צֶפְָוֹן וּבְוֹאִָי תֵימַָן הַָפְיִחִַי גְנֶַּיִ יזִּלְָוּ בְְשָׂמַָיוְ יבְָֹאָ דוֹדִי לָגְְנֶַּוֹ וְיְֹאָכֶלַָ פֶּרְִי מְַגְדַָיוְ

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and 
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its spices 
flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat its 
choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the ingathering 
of the exiles from the lands of their dispersal. They will 
bring their offerings to God (their Beloved) in the Temple 
(His “garden”).
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שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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גֵּיֵהִַנֶּםֹ אָוֹמֵַר. כָּיִ הִַשְׂבִָּיעֶַ נֶפְֶשֶֶׁ שֶֹׁקֵקָהַ וְנְֶפְֶשֶֶׁ רְעֶבְֵָהַ מִַלָּאֵָ טָוֹבְ

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing 
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.” 
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing 
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs 
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with 
water. This is a sign of God’s kindness towards us.

מִַדְבַָּר אָוֹמֵַר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִַדְבָָּר וְצְֶיִָּהַָ וְתְָגְלֵָ עֶרֲָבְָהַ וְתְִפְרְַחַ כָּחֲַַבְַצָּלָָתֶ

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert will 
rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom like the 
rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer to 
Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will rejoice over 
the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will then celebrate 
and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אָוֹמְַרִים ייְָ בְָּחַָכֶמְַָהַ יסֵַָד אָָרֶץ כָּוֹנֶןֵ שֶָׁמַַיםִ בִָּתְבְוּנֶהַָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with wisdom; 
He established the Heavens with understanding.”  
(Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding; the 
following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud (Brachos 
55a) points out that these three attributes, which God used 
to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the 
Mishkan.

 מַַיםִ אָוֹמְַרִים לָקְֹוְלָ תִּתֹּוְ הֲַמַֹוְן מַַיםִ בַָּשֶָּׁמַַיםִ וְיַָּעֶַלַָ נֶשְִׂאִָים מִַקְצֶהֵַ אָָרֶץ בְָּרָקִים לָמְַָּטָָר עֶשָָׂהַ וְיַָֹּצֶאֵָ רוּחַַ
מֵַאָֹצֶרְֹתָיוְ

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude of 
waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from the end 
of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and He sent 
wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give voice” 
to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the clouds to the 
heights of the Heavens. When the clouds are seen on the 

horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.
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שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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ָ ימִַָים אָוֹמְַרִים מִַקֹֹּלָוֹת מַַיםִ רַבִָּים אַָדִִּירִים מִַשְֶׁבְָּרֵי יםָ אַָדִִּיר בַָּמְָּרוֹם ייְ

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters, the 
mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on high.” 
(Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the seas 
praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot speak praise 
Me thus, how much more man – who can speak – will do 
so!” When man rebelled against God, He returned the sea 
to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נֶהֲַַרוֹת אָוֹמְַרִים נֶהְַָרוֹת ימְִַחֲַאָוּ כֶףָ יחַַַד הַָרִים ירְַנֶּנֵֶוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the 
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will 
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to them 
as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the Jews 
entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran red 
when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַַעֶיְנֶָוֹת אָוֹמְַרִים וְשְֶָׁרִים כָּחְַֹלָלְָיִם כָּלָָ מַַעֶיְנֶָיַ בָָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my 
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)
The word  ַמַַעֶיְנֶָי – literally, “my fountains” – is 
understood in various ways in this verse: “my thoughts,” 
“my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says that it comes 
from the word  ִן  and that David is referencing (eye) עֶיַ
Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his metaphorical 
“eye” is always on Israel.

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
יוֹם אָוֹמֵַר יוֹם לָיְוֹם יבִַָּיעֶַ אָֹמֶַר וְלְָיַלְָהַָ לָּלְָיַלְָהַָ יחְַַוּהֶַ דִָּעֶתַ

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to night 
relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains 
that everything in creation borrows from one another. 
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but they 
don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 
continues, “There is no speech and there are no words….”
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Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira - Chapter 1
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שָׁמַיםִ אוֹמְרִים הַשָּׁמַיםִ מְסַפְּרִים כְּבוֹד אֵל וּמַעֲשֵׂה ידָָיו מַגִּיד
הָרָקִיעַ

The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God’s glory, and
the firmament tells of His handiwork.” (Psalms 19:2)

Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t literally
speak. Rather, they give us light by day and night, causing

us to recite God’s praises and to thank Him for this gift.

אֶרֶץ אוֹמֶרֶת לְדָודִ מִזְמוֹר לַיי הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ תֵּבֵל ויְשְֹׁבֵי בָּה

The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited
when the Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when
returning the Torah to the ark on weekdays.)

ואומר מִכְּנףַ הָאָרֶץ זְמִרתֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ צְבִי לַצָדִיק

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!’” (Isaiah
24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.

גַּן עֵדֶן אוֹמֵר עוּרִי צָפוֹן וּבוֹאִי תֵימָן הָפִיחִי גַנּיִ יזְִּלוּ בְשָׂמָיו יבָאֹ דוֹדִי לְגַנּוֹ ויְאֹכַל פְּרִי מְגָדַיו

The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its
spices flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat
its choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the
ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their
dispersal. They will bring their offerings to God (their

Beloved) in the Temple (His “garden”).

גֵּיהִנּםֹ אוֹמֵר כִּי הִשְׂבִּיעַ נפֶֶשׁ שׁקֵֹקָה ונְפֶֶשׁ רְעֵבָה מִלֵּא טוֹב

Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with water. This is a sign of God’s
kindness towards us.

מִדְבַּר אוֹמֵר ישְֻׂשׂוּם מִדְבָּר וצְִיּהָ ותְָגֵל עֲרָבָה ותְִפְרַח כַּחֲבַצָּלֶת

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert
will rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom
like the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer
to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will
rejoice over the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will

then celebrate and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

שָׂדוֹת אוֹמְרִים יי בְּחָכְמָה יסַָד אָרֶץ כּוֹנןֵ שָׁמַיםִ בִּתְבוּנהָ

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with
wisdom; He established the Heavens with
understanding.” (Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding;
the following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud
(Brachos 55a) points out that these three attributes,
which God used to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan.

מַיםִ אוֹמְרִים לְקוֹל תִּתּוֹ הֲמוֹן מַיםִ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ ויַּעַַל נשְִׂאִים מִקְצֵה אָרֶץ בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה ויַּצֵֹא רוּחַ
מֵאצְֹרתָֹיו

The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude
of waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from
the end of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and
He sent wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give
voice” to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the
clouds to the heights of the Heavens. When the clouds

are seen on the horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.

ימִָים אוֹמְרִים מִקּלֹוֹת מַיםִ רַבִּים אַדִּירִים מִשְׁבְּרֵי יםָ אַדִּיר בַּמָּרוֹם יי

The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on
high.” (Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the
seas praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot
speak praise Me thus, how much more man – who can
speak – will do!” When mankind rebelled against God,
He returned the sea to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

נהֲַרוֹת אוֹמְרִים נהְָרוֹת ימְִחֲאוּ כָף יחַַד הָרִים ירְַנּנֵוּ

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to
them as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the
Jews entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran
red when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

מַעְינָוֹת אוֹמְרִים ושְָׁרִים כְּחלְֹלִים כָּל מַעְינָיַ בָּךְ

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word ַמַעְינָי – literally, “my fountains” – is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my
thoughts,” “my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says
that it comes from the word ִעַין (eye) and that David is
referencing Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his
metaphorical “eye” is always on Israel.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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לָיַלְָהַָ אָוֹמֵַר לָהְַַגֵּיִד בַָּבָֹּקֶר חַַסְֵדִֶּךָ וְאֱֶָמַוּנֶתְָךָ בַָּלָיֵלָוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning 
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of the 
practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv” (“true and 
firm”) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah” (“true and 
trustworthy”) at night. 

 שֶֶׁמֶַשֶׁ אָוֹמֵַר שֶֶׁמֶַשֶׁ ירֵָחַַ עֶמַַָד זבְְֻלָהַָ לָאְָוֹר חִַצָּיֶךָ יהְַַלָּכֵֶוּ לָנְֶגְֹהַּ
בְָּרַק חֲַנֶיִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in their 
habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at the 
shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the battle 
of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God caused the 
sun to stand still – a great display of His might!

ירֵָחַַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת עֶשָָׂהַ ירֵָחַַ לָמְַוֹעֶדֲִים שֶֶׁמֶַשֶׁ ידַָע מְַבְוֹאָוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed 
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.”  
(Psalms 104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we 
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of 
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for God’s 
greatness since its path and phases are perceptible 
throughout the month. 

 כָּוֹכֶבְִָים אָוֹמְַרִים אַָתָּהַ הַוּאָ ייְָ לָבְְַדִֶּךָ אַָתָּהַ עֶשִָׂיתָ אָתֶ הַַשֶָּׁמַַיםִ שְֶׁמֵַי הַַשֶָּׁמַַיםִ וְכְֶלָָ צֶבְְָאָָם הַָאָָרֶץ וְכְֶלָָ
אֲָשֶֶׁר עֶלָָיֶהַָ הַַיָּמְִַּים וְכְֶלָָ אֲָשֶֶׁר בָָּהֶַם וְאְַָתָּהַ מְַחַַיָּהֶַ אָתֶ כָֻּלָּםָ וּצֶבְְָאָ הַַשֶָּׁמַַיםִ לָךְָ מִַשְֶׁתַּחֲַוְיִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 
all their host; the earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, 
and all that is in them. You preserve them all and the host 
of heaven bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes 
something, the creation no longer requires the creator’s 
attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we 
exist, we rely upon Him in order to endure.
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יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness His secret 
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters 
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand 
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where 
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the 
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from 
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְ רִ ים אַף בְּרִ י יטְַרִ יחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness His secret 
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters 
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand 
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where 
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the 
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from 
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְ רִ ים אַף בְּרִ י יטְַרִ יחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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עֶבְִָים אָוֹמְַרִים ישֶֶָׁת חַֹשֶֶׁךְ סִֵתְרוֹ סְֵבְִיבְוֹתָיוְ סֵֻכָּתָוֹ חֶַשְֶׁכֶתַ מַַיםִ עֶבְֵָי שְֶׁחַָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness His secret place, 
His booth around Him; the darkness of waters and thick 
clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand 
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where did 
this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the opinion 
of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from this “booth” 
that metaphorically envelops God.

עֶנֶַנְֶיֵ כָּבְָוֹד אָוֹמְַרִים אַָף בְָּרִי יטְַָרִיחַַ עֶבְָ יפְָיִץ עֶנֲֶןַ אָוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick cloud 
with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job 37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”; 
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in charge of 
the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in Hebrew is anger; 
another meaning of “b’ri” is health. This is indicative of the 
two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we 
deserve.)

רוּחַַ אָוֹמֵַר אָֹמַַר לָצַָּפְָוֹן תֵּנֶיִ וּלָתְֵימַָן אַָלָ תִּכֶלְָאִָָי הַָבְִיאִָי בְָנֶיַ מֵַרָחַוֹק וּבְְנֶוֹתַי מִַקְצֶהֵַ הַָאָָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to the 
south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar, and My 
daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah 43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in 
the verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while 
“daughters” refer to those exiled to other lands. 
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and 
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of 
daughters.)
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יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness His secret 
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters 
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand 
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where 
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the 
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from 
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְ רִ ים אַף בְּרִ י יטְַרִ יחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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בְָּרָקִים אָוֹמְַרִים בְָּרָקִים לָמְַָּטָָר עֶשָָׂהַ מַוֹצֶאֵָ רוּחַַ מֵַאָוֹצֶרְוֹתָיוְ

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for the 
rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”  
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make 
it rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the 
form of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His 

storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in the form of steam, making it rain. (This 
is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of the process.)

טַָלָ אָוֹמֵַר אָהְֶַיהֶַ כֶטַַַּלָ לָיְשְִׂרָאָלֵָ יפְִרְַחַ כָּשֶַּׁוֹשֶַׁנֶּהַָ וְיְךְַ שֶָׁרָשֶָׁיוְ כָּלַָּבְְָנֶוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will 
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the 
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their 
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you 
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always. I 
will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

 גֵּשְֶָׁמִַים אָוֹמְַרִים גֵּשֶֶֶׁם נֶדְָבְוֹת תָּנֶיִף אֱָלָהִַֹים נֶחֲַַלָתְָךָ וְנְֶלִָאְָָהַ
 אַָתָּהַ כֶוֹנֶנֶַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down, O God; 
You established Your inheritance, which was weary.” 
(Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the land 
of Israel, to which He always pays attention. When the 
land is metaphorically weary, God sustains it.

Chapter 3
 אִָילָנֶָוֹת שֶֶׁבְָּשָׂדֶהַ אָוֹמְַרִים אָָז ירְַנֶּנְֶוּ עֶצֲֶיֵ הַַיָּעֶָרַ מִַלָּפְִנְֶיֵ ייְָ כָּיִ

בְָאָ לָשְִֶׁפֶּוֹטָ אָתֶ הַָאָָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the 
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He has 
come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but the 
corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says “all the 
trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our verse 
in Chronicles refers specifically to fruit trees.
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יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 2
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

יוֹם אוֹמֵר יוֹם לְיוֹם יבִַּיעַ אמֶֹר ולְַילְָה לְּלַילְָה יחְַוֶּה דָּעַת

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to
night relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but

they don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4 continues, “There is no
speech and there are no words….”

לַילְָה אוֹמֵר לְהַגִּיד בַּבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ ואֱֶמוּנתְָךָ בַּלֵילוֹת

The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of
the practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv”
(true and firm) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah”
(true and trustworthy) at night.

שֶׁמֶשׁ אוֹמֵר שֶׁמֶשׁ ירֵָחַ עָמַד זְבֻלָה לְאוֹר חִצֶּיךָ יהְַלֵּכוּ
לְנגַֹהּ בְּרַק חֲניִתֶּךָ

The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in
their habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at
the shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the
battle of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God
caused the sun to stand still – a great display of His
might!

ירֵָחַ אוֹמֶרֶת עָשָׂה ירֵָחַ לְמוֹעֲדִים שֶׁמֶשׁ ידַָע מְבוֹאוֹ

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.” (Psalms
104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for
God’s greatness since its path and phases are
perceptible throughout the month.

כּוֹכָבִים אוֹמְרִים אַתָּה הוּא יי לְבַדֶּךָ אַתָּה עָשִׂיתָ אֶת הַשָּׁמַיםִ שְׁמֵי הַשָּׁמַיםִ וכְָל צְבָאָם הָאָרֶץ וכְָל
אֲשֶׁר עָלֶיהָ הַיּמִַּים וכְָל אֲשֶׁר בָּהֶם ואְַתָּה מְחַיּהֶ אֶת כֻּלָּם וּצְבָא הַשָּׁמַיםִ לְךָ מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם

The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host; the
earth, and all that is upon it; the seas, and all that is in
them. You preserve them all and the host of heaven
bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the

creator’s attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we exist, we rely upon Him
in order to endure.

עָבִים אוֹמְרִים ישֶָׁת חשֶֹׁךְ סִתְרוֹ סְבִיבוֹתָיו סֻכָּתוֹ חֶשְׁכַת מַיםִ עָבֵי שְׁחָקִים

The thick clouds say, “He made darkness his secret
place, His booth around Him; the darkness of waters
and thick clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where
did this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from
this “booth” that metaphorically envelops God.

עַננְיֵ כָּבוֹד אוֹמְרִים אַף בְּרִי יטְַרִיחַ עָב יפִָיץ עֲנןַ אוֹרוֹ

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick
cloud with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job
37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in
charge of the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in
Hebrew is anger; another meaning of “b’ri” is health.

This is indicative of the two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we deserve.)

רוּחַ אוֹמֵר אמַֹר לַצָּפוֹן תֵּניִ וּלְתֵימָן אַל תִּכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵרָחוֹק וּבְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵה הָאָרֶץ

The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give,’ and to
the south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth.’” (Isaiah
43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in the
verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refers to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of daughters.)

בְּרָקִים אוֹמְרִים בְּרָקִים לַמָּטָר עָשָׂה מוֹצֵא רוּחַ מֵאוֹצְרוֹתָיו

The lightning bolts say, “…He makes lightning bolts for
the rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make it
rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the form
of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in

the form of steam, making it rain. (This is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of
the process.)

טַל אוֹמֵר אֶהְיהֶ כַטַּל לְישְִׂרָאֵל יפְִרַח כַּשּׁוֹשַׁנּהָ ויְךְַ שָׁרָשָׁיו כַּלְּבָנוֹן

The dew says, “I will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always.
I will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

גְּשָׁמִים אוֹמְרִים גֶּשֶׁם נדְָבוֹת תָּניִף אֱלֹהִים נחֲַלָתְךָ ונְלְִאָה אַתָּה כוֹננַתְָּהּ

The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down,
God; You established Your inheritance, which was
weary.” (Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the
land of Israel, to which He always pays attention.
When the land is metaphorically weary, God sustains
it.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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 גֵּפְֶןֶ אָוֹמֶַרֶת כָֹּהַ אָָמַַר ייְָ כָּאֲַָשֶֶׁר ימְִָּצֶאֵָ הַַתִּירוֹשֶׁ בָָּאָשְֶֶׁכָּוֹלָ וְאְָָמַַר אַָלָ תַּשְֶׁחִַיתֵהַוּ כָּיִ בְְרָכֶהַָ בָּוֹ כָּןֵ
אָעֶֶשֱֶׂהַ לָמְַַעֶןַ עֶבְֲָדַי לָבְְִלָתְִּי הַַשְֶׁחִַית הַַכָֹּלָ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine is 
found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not destroy 
it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do for the 
sake of My servants, in order not to destroy 
everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster” refers 
to the generation of the flood, and “the wine” is 
Noah, the righteous man who was saved. Just as 
God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so 
He will do for His righteous servants.

תְּאָנֵֶהַָ אָוֹמֶַרֶת נֶצֶֹרֵ תְּאָנֵֶהַָ יֹאָכֶלַָ פֶּרְִיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig tree 
will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the Torah 
is compared to a fig tree. Based on this verse, it 
answers that just as one can always find figs when 
searching a fig tree, one who contemplates Torah 
matters will always find new meaning in them.

רִמְּוֹן אָוֹמֵַר כָּפְְלֶָחַַ הַָרִמְּוֹן רַקָֹּתֵךְ מִַבַָּעֶדַ לָצְֶמְַָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a 
pomegranate split open behind your veil.”  
(Shir HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples 
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its 
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a 
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the word 
 empty” people. Even the“ – ריֵקָנֶיִם  suggests רַקָֹּתֵךְ 
emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a 
pomegranate is full of seeds.

YourPartnershipIsEverything. ORTHODOX
UNION
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אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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תָּמַָר אָוֹמֵַר צֶדִִַּיק כָּתַָּמַָר יפְִרְָחַ כָּאְָרֶֶז בַָּלָּבְְָנֶוֹן ישְִׂגֵּהֶַ

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish 
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the 
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and 
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think that 
the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like a date 
palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you shouldn’t 
think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), 
therefore it adds the date palm.

תַּפֶּוּחַַ אָוֹמֵַר כָּתְַפֶּוּחַַ בַָּעֶצֲֶיֵ הַַיָּעֶַרַ כָּןֵ דִּוֹדִי בֵָּין הַַבָָּנֶיִם בְָּצֶלִָּוֹ חִַמְַּדְתִּי וְיְשֶַָׁבְְתִּי וּפְרְִיוֹ מַָתוֹק לָחְִַכָּיִ

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among 
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among the 
youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives several 
reasons Israel is compared to an apple: an apple tree 
produces blossoms before leaves and the Jews put 
naaseh (“we will do”) before nishma (“we will hear”); 
apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews 

“ripened” in Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews 
(it was 50 days from the Exodus to Sinai).

ָ שִֶׁבָֹּלָתֶ חִַטִַּים אָוֹמֶַרֶת שִֶׁיר הַַמְַּעֶלֲָוֹת מִַמְַּעֶמֲַַקִֹּים קְרָאָתִיךָ ייְ

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the ascents: 
From the depths I called to You, Hashem.”  
(Psalms 130:1) 

A person may not stand on something high like a 
bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather, one 
must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From the 
depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor Vitry, 
Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

YourPartnershipIsEverything. ORTHODOX
UNION
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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 שִֶׁבָֹּלָתֶ שְׂעוֹרִים אָוֹמֶַרֶת תְּפְלִָּהַָ לָעְֶנֶָיִ כֶיִ יעֶַטֲָֹף וְלְָפְִנְֶיֵ ייְָ ישְִֶׁפֶֹּךְ שִׂיחַוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person, 
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech before 
Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if 
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media, who 
were in great distress. One who prays from such distress 
bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs (perhaps 
by curling into a fetal position).

שְֶׁאַָר שִֶׁבָּוֹלָיִם אָוֹמְַרִים לָבְְָשֶׁוּ כֶרִָים הַַצָֹּאָן וְעֶַמֲַָקִים יעֶַטְַָפְוּ בְָר יתְִרוֹעֶעֲוּ אַָף ישִֶָׁירוּ

Other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed with 
flocks and the valleys are wrapped with grain. They 
shout joy joyfully; they also sing.” (Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical year) 
and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the land of 
Israel, which will respond by granting the people all 
the spiritual treasure that it contains, commensurate 
with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat 
Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶֶׁבַָּשָָּׂדֶהַ אָוֹמְַרִים תְּלָמֶַָיהַָ רַוּהֵַ נֶחֵַַת גֵּדְוּדֶהַָ בִָּרְבְִיבְִים תְּמַֹגְגְְנֶֶּהַָ צֶמְִַחַָהּ תְּבְָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its 
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with 
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on 
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an irrevocable 
decree for a year of scant rain, but they later repent? 
According to the Talmud Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 
1:3), this verse reflects God’s “plan B” so that He may 
provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

YourPartnershipIsEverything. ORTHODOX
UNION

Becomeamembertoday.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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דְִּשֶָׁאִָים אָוֹמְַרִים יהְִַי כֶבְְוֹד ייְָ לָעְוֹלָםָ ישְִׂמַַחַ ייְָ בְָּמַַעֶשֲָׂיוְ

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will endure 
forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”  
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever, 
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident, 
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people 
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem 
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.

Chapter 4

 תַּרְנֶגְְוֹלָ אָוֹמֵַר בְָּשֶָׁעֶהַָ שֶֶׁבָָּאָ הַַקָֹּדוֹשֶׁ בָָּרוּךְ הַוּאָ אָצֵֶלֶָ הַַצָּדִִַּיקִים בְָּגְןַ עֶדֵֶן זוֹלָפְְיִם כָֹּלָ אִָילָנֶָיֵ גֵּןַ עֶדֵֶן
בְָּשָׂמִַים וּמְַרַנֶּנְֶיִם וּמְַשֶַׁבְָּחִַים וְאְָָז גֵּםַ הַוּאָ מִַתְעוֹרֵר וּמְַשֶַׁבֵָּחַַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He 
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the 
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they 
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and 
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi Yehuda 
Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden 
of Eden are in fact the souls of the righteous.

 בְָּקוֹלָ רִאָשֶׁוֹן אָוֹמֵַר זהֶַ דִּוֹר דִֹּרְשֶָׁוְ מְַבְַקְשֵֶׁי פְנֶָיֶךָ יעֶַקֲֹבְ סֵֶלָהַָ שְׂאָוּ שְֶׁעֶרִָים רָאָשֵֶׁיכֶםֶ וְהְִַנֶּשְָׂאָוּ פֶּתְִחֵַי
עוֹלָםָ וְיְבְָוֹאָ מֶַלָךְֶ הַַכָּבְָוֹד מִַי זהֶַ מֶַלָךְֶ הַַכָּבְָוֹד ייְָ עֶזִּוּז וְגְְבִָּוֹר ייְָ גֵּבִָּוֹר מִַלָחְַָמַָהַ

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of 
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who 
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your heads! 
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory 
will come in. Who is this King of Glory? Hashem, 
strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in battle!”  
(Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after David’s 
death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him. (He also 
explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

YourPartnershipIsEverything. ORTHODOX
UNION

Becomeamembertoday.

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 3: Trees and Produce
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

אִילָנוֹת שֶׁבְּשָׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים אָז ירְַנּנְוּ עֲצֵי הַיּעַָר מִלִּפְניֵ יי כִּי בָא לִשְׁפּוֹט אֶת הָאָרֶץ

The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He
has come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but
the corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says
“all the trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The
midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our
verse from Chronicles refers specifically to fruit
trees.

גֶּפֶן אוֹמֶרֶת כּהֹ אָמַר יי כַּאֲשֶׁר ימִָּצֵא הַתִּירוֹשׁ בָּאֶשְׁכּוֹל ואְָמַר אַל תַּשְׁחִיתֵהוּ כִּי בְרָכָה בּוֹ כֵּן
אֶעֱשֶׂה לְמַעַן עֲבָדַי לְבִלְתִּי הַשְׁחִית הַכּלֹ

The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine
is found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not
destroy it, because blessing is in it,’ so shall I do
for the sake of My servants, in order not to
destroy everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster”
refers to the generation of the flood, and “the
wine” is Noah, the righteous man who was

saved. Just as God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so He will do for His
righteous servants.

תְּאֵנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת נצֵֹר תְּאֵנהָ יאֹכַל פִּרְיהָּ

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig
tree will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the
Torah is compared to a fig tree. Based on this
verse, it answers that just as one can always
find figs when searching a fig tree, one who
contemplates Torah matters will always find
new meaning in them.

רִמּוֹן אוֹמֵר כְּפֶלַח הָרִמּוֹן רַקָּתֵךְ מִבַּעַד לְצַמָּתֵךְ

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.” (Shir
HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the
word ְרַקָּתֵך suggests רֵיקָניִם – “empty” people.

Even the emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

תָּמָר אוֹמֵר צַדִּיק כַּתָּמָר יפְִרָח כְּאֶרֶז בַּלְּבָנוֹן ישְִׂגֶּה

The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and
to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think
that the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like
a date palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you
shouldn’t think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar), therefore it adds the date
palm.

תַּפּוּחַ אוֹמֵר כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיּעַַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּניִם בְּצִלּוֹ חִמַּדְתִּי ויְשַָׁבְתִּי וּפִרְיוֹ מָתוֹק לְחִכִּי

The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among
the youths. I delighted to sit in his shade, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives
several reasons Israel is compared to an apple:
an apple tree produces blossoms before leaves
and the Jews put naaseh (“we will do”) before

nishma (“we will hear”); apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews “ripened” in
Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews (it was 50
days from the Exodus to Sinai).

שִׁבּלֶֹת חִטִּים אוֹמֶרֶת שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ יי

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the
ascents: From the depths I called to You,
Hashem.” (Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like
a bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather,
one must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From
the depths I called to You, Hashem” (Machzor
Vitry, Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).

שִׁבּלֶֹת שְׂעוֹרִים אוֹמֶרֶת תְּפִלָּה לְעָניִ כִי יעֲַטףֹ ולְִפְניֵ יי ישְִׁפּךְֹ שִׂיחוֹ

The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech
before Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
who were in great distress. One who prays from such
distress bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs
(perhaps by curling into a fetal position).

שְׁאַר שִׁבּוֹלִים אוֹמְרִים לָבְשׁוּ כָרִים הַצּאֹן ועֲַמָקִים יעַַטְפוּ בָר יתְִרוֹעֲעוּ אַף ישִָׁירוּ

The other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed
with flocks and the valleys are wrapped with
grain. They shout joy joyfully; they also sing.”
(Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical
year) and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the
land of Israel, which will respond by granting the
people all the spiritual treasure that it contains,
commensurate with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat Ha’aretz).

ירְָקוֹת שֶׁבַּשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים תְּלָמֶיהָ רַוֵּה נחֵַת גְּדוּדֶהָ בִּרְבִיבִים תְּמגְֹגֶנּהָ צִמְחָהּ תְּבָרֵךְ

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on
Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an
irrevocable decree for a year of scant rain, but
they later repent? According to the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana 1:3), this verse reflects

God’s “plan B” so that He may provide for us without “reversing” Himself.

דְּשָׁאִים אוֹמְרִים יהְִי כְבוֹד יי לְעוֹלָם ישְִׂמַח יי בְּמַעֲשָׂיו

The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will
endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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 בְָּקוֹלָ שֵֶׁנֶיִ אָוֹמֵַר שְׂאָוּ שְֶׁעֶרִָים רָאָשֵֶׁיכֶםֶ וּשְׂאָוּ פֶּתְִחֵַי עוֹלָםָ וְיְבְָֹאָ מֶַלָךְֶ הַַכָּבְָוֹד מִַי הַוּאָ זהֶַ מֶַלָךְֶ
הַַכָּבְָוֹד ייְָ צֶבְְָאָוֹת הַוּאָ מֶַלָךְֶ הַַכָּבְָוֹד סֵֶלָהַָ

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads! 
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory will 
come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The Lord of 
Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!” (Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of verses. 
The early verses refer to the first Temple, as we have 
said. Our verses here refer to the future third Temple. 
The second Temple is not represented because the 
Shechinah (God’s “Presence”) did not rest there.

בְָּקוֹלָ שְֶׁלָיִשִֶׁי אָוֹמֵַר עֶמְִַדוּ צֶדִִַּיקִים וְעְֶסְִֵקוֹ בַָּתּוֹרָהַ כָּדְֵי שֶֶׁיָּהְִַיהֶַ שְׂכֶרְַכֶםֶ כָּפְָוּלָ לָעָוֹלָםָ הַַבָָּאָ

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and 
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your 
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some 
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and 
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not 
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever. 

ָ בְָּקוֹלָ רְבְִיעֶיִ אָוֹמֵַר לָיִשֶׁוּעֶתְָךָ קִוּיִתִי ייְ

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan, 
which immediately prior foretold the coming of Samson. 
The Daas Z’keinim explains that when Yaakov had his 
prophecy regarding Samson, he had to clarify that 
Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a 
warrior but by God Himself.

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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בְָּקוֹלָ חֲַמִַישִֶׁי אָוֹמֵַר עֶדַ מַָתַי עֶצֶָלֵָ תִּשְֶׁכָּבְָ מַָתַי תָּקוּם מִַשְֶּׁנֶתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you 
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?” 
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a 
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid studying 
Torah. No matter how easy we might make it for him, 
he’ll always find an excuse. 

בְָּקוֹלָ שִֶׁישִֶּׁי אָוֹמֵַר אַָלָ תֶּאֱָהַַבְ שֵֶׁנֶהַָ פֶּןֶ תִּוּרֵָשֶׁ פֶּקְַחַ עֶיֵנֶיֶךָ שְׂבְַע לָחֶַָם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you come 
become impoverished. Open your eyes and you will be 
satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the 
Words), demonstrates that ַפְקח, the word for opening 
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing, but 
rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְָּקוֹלָ שְֶׁבְִיעֶיִ אָוֹמֵַר עֶתֵ לָעֶַשֲׂוֹת לָיַיְָ הֵַפְרֵוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem; they have 
nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down the Oral Law 
used to be prohibited; this rendered it in danger of being lost. The 
Sages overturned that law because sometimes one has to “nullify 
the Torah” for the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do 
not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to 
our Torah leaders in the most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנֶגְְֹלָתֶ אָוֹמֶַרֶת נֶתֵֹן לָחֶֶַם לָכְֶלָָ בָָּשָׂר כָּיִ לָעְוֹלָםָ חַַסְֵדִּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His 
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar 
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their 
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty. 
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is 
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let 
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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יוֹנֶהַָ אָוֹמֶַרֶת כָּסְֵוּסֵ עֶגְָוּר כָּןֵ אֲָצֶפְַצְֶףֵ אָהְֶַגֵּהֶַ כָּיַָּוֹנֶהַָ דִַּלָּוּ עֶיֵנֶיַ לָמְַָּרוֹם אֲָדֹנֶיָ עֶשְֶָׁקָהַ לָּיִ עֶרְָבְֵנֶיִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do 
I chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking 
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge Yourself 
to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of 
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s 
guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If 
You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who can?”

 אָוֹמֶַרֶת יוֹנֶהַָ לָפְִנְֶיֵ הַַקָֹּדוֹשֶׁ בָָּרוּךְ הַוּאָ רִבָּוֹנֶוֹ שֶֶׁלָ עוֹלָםַ יהְִַיוּ מְַזוֹנֶוֹתַי מְַרוֹרִים כָּזְיַתִ בְָּידְָךָ וְאְַָלָ יהְִַיוּ
מְַתוּקִים כָּדְִבְַשֶׁ עֶלַָ ידְֵי בָָּשָׂר וְדָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He, 
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter 
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey 
through flesh and blood.”  
(Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin 108b) 

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of Tachanun 
– David expresses a similar thought: “Let us fall into the 
hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let 
me not fall into the hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d 
rather it come from Hashem!

נֶשֶֶֶׁר אָוֹמֵַר וְאְַָתָּהַ ייְָ אֱָלָהִַֹים צֶבְְָאָוֹת אֱָלָהֵַֹי ישְִׂרָאָלֵָ הַָקִיצֶהַָ לָפְִקְֹד כָּלָָ הַַגֵּוֹיםִ אַָלָ תָּחַֹן כָּלָָ
ןֶ סֵֶלָהַָ  בָֹּגְדְיֵ אָָוְ

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts, God of 
Israel, awaken to punish all the nations, do not favor all 
sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God makes 
Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world, which is 
why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In the future, 
however, in the end times, God will “wake” Himself to 
judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not 
show favor to the villainous.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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עֶגְָוּר אָוֹמֵַר הַוֹדוּ לָיַיְָ בְָּכֶנִֶּוֹר בְָּנֶבְֵֶלָ עֶשָׂוֹר זמְְַּרוּ לָוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the lyre; 
sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.” (Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands בְנֶבְלָ עשָוְר not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should praise 
Hashem with ten different types of melodies!

 צֶפִֶּוֹר אָוֹמֵַר גֵּםַ צֶפִֶּוֹר מַָצֶאְָָהַ בְַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהָּ אֲָשֶֶׁר שֶָׁתָהַ אָפְֶרְֹחֶַיהַָ אָתֶ מִַזבְְָּחַוֹתֶיךָ ייְָ צֶבְְָאָוֹת
מַַלָכְָּיִ וְאֵָלָהַָֹי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her 
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts, my King 
and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav Yonason 
Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Devash (I 9:7) that all 
birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the only species 
of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.

ָ סְֵנֶוּנֶיִת אָוֹמֶַרֶת לָמְַַעֶןַ יזְמְֶַּרְךָ כֶבְָוֹד וְלְָאָֹ ידִִֹּם ייְָ אֱָלָהַַֹי לָעְוֹלָםָ אָוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise 
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You 
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost 
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains, 
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says 
“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, 
however, can and does praise Hashem.) 

טַָסִִּית אָוֹמֶַרֶת עֶזֶרְִי מֵַעֶםִ ייְָ עֹשֵׂהַ שֶָׁמַַיםִ וְאָָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes this 
verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a wife for 
Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure; Yaakov 
arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged, fully aware 
that his assistance ultimately comes from God.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part I): The Rooster Says
More Than Cock-a-Doodle-Doo
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

תַּרְנגְוֹל אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁבָּא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֵצֶל הַצַּדִּיקִים בְּגַן עֵדֶן זוֹלְפִים כּלֹ אִילָניֵ גַּן עֵדֶן
בְּשָׂמִים וּמְרַנּנְיִם וּמְשַׁבְּחִים ואְָז גַּם הוּא מִתְעוֹרֵר וּמְשַׁבֵּחַ

The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi
Yehuda Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden of Eden are in fact the
souls of the righteous.

בְּקוֹל רִאשׁוֹן אוֹמֵר זֶה דּוֹר דּרְֹשָׁו מְבַקְשֵׁי פָניֶךָ יעֲַקבֹ סֶלָה שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם והְִנּשְָׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי
עוֹלָם ויְבָוֹא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי זֶה מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד יי עִזּוּז וגְִבּוֹר יי גִּבּוֹר מִלְחָמָה

In its first call it says, “This is the generation of
those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your
heads! Everlasting doors be raised and the King
of Glory will come in. Who is this King of Glory?
Hashem, strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle!” (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after
David’s death and then returned to God’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him.
(He also explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)

בְּקוֹל שֵׁניִ אוֹמֵר שְׂאוּ שְׁעָרִים רָאשֵׁיכֶם וּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵי עוֹלָם ויְבָאֹ מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד מִי הוּא זֶה מֶלֶךְ
הַכָּבוֹד יי צְבָאוֹת הוּא מֶלֶךְ הַכָּבוֹד סֶלָה

In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory
will come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts – He is the King of Glory, selah!”
(Psalms 24:9-10)

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of
verses. The earlier verses refer to the first Temple,
as we have said. Our verses here refer to the
future third Temple. The second Temple is not represented because the Shechina (God’s
“Presence”) did not rest there.

בְּקוֹל שְׁלִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עִמְדוּ צַדִּיקִים ועְִסְקוֹ בַּתּוֹרָה כְּדֵי שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ שְׂכַרְכֶם כָּפוּל לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

בְּקוֹל רְבִיעִי אוֹמֵר לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוּיִתִי יי

In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your
salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of
Samson. The Daas Z’keinim explains that when
Yaakov spoke his prophecy regarding Samson, he
felt the need to make it explicit that Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.

בְּקוֹל חֲמִישִׁי אוֹמֵר עַד מָתַי עָצֵל תִּשְׁכָּב מָתַי תָּקוּם מִשְּׁנתֶָךָ

In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid
studying Torah. No matter how easy we might make
it for him, he’ll always find an excuse.

בְּקוֹל שִׁישִּׁי אוֹמֵר אַל תֶּאֱהַב שֵׁנהָ פֶּן תִּוָּרֵשׁ פְּקַח עֵיניֶךָ שְׂבַע לָחֶם

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you
come become impoverished. Open your eyes and you
will be satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the
Words), demonstrates that פקח, the word for opening
in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing,
but rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind.

בְּקוֹל שְׁבִיעִי אוֹמֵר עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַיי הֵפֵרוּ תּוֹרָתֶךָ

In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem;
they have nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down
the Oral Law used to be prohibited; this rendered it in
danger of being lost. The Sages overturned that law
because sometimes one has to “nullify the Torah” for
the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do

not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to our Torah leaders in the
most pressing of circumstances.)

תַּרְנגְלֶֹת אוֹמֶרֶת נתֵֹן לֶחֶם לְכָל בָּשָׂר כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HaLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)

יוֹנהָ אוֹמֶרֶת כְּסוּס עָגוּר כֵּן אֲצַפְצֵף אֶהְגֶּה כַּיּוֹנהָ דַּלּוּ עֵיניַ לַמָּרוֹם אֲדנֹיָ עָשְׁקָה לִּי עָרְבֵניִ

The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do I
chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, I am oppressed; pledge
Yourself to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s

guarantor? “That I will not descend to Gehinnom. If You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who
can?”

אוֹמֶרֶת יוֹנהָ לִפְניֵ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלַם יהְִיוּ מְזוֹנוֹתַי מְרוֹרִים כְּזַיתִ בְּידְָךָ ואְַל יהְִיוּ
מְתוּקִים כִּדְבַשׁ עַל ידְֵי בָּשָׂר ודָָם

The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.” (Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin
108b)

In II Samuel 24:14 – which we recite as part of
Tachanun – David expresses a similar thought: “Let us
fall into the hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d rather it come from Hashem!

נשֶֶׁר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה יי אֱלֹהִים צְבָאוֹת אֱלֹהֵי ישְִׂרָאֵל הָקִיצָה לִפְקדֹ כָּל הַגּוֹיםִ אַל תָּחןֹ כָּל בּגְֹדֵי אָוןֶ
סֶלָה

The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts,
God of Israel, awaken to punish all the nations. Do
not favor all sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God
makes Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world,
which is why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In
the future, however, in the end times, God will

“wake” Himself to judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not show favor to
the villainous.

עָגוּר אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי בְּכִנּוֹר בְּנבֵֶל עָשׂוֹר זַמְּרוּ לוֹ

The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the
lyre; sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.”
(Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands נבל עשור not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should
praise Hashem with ten different types of
melodies!

צִפּוֹר אוֹמֵר גַּם צִפּוֹר מָצְאָה בַיתִ וּדְרוֹר קֵן לָהּ אֲשֶׁר
שָׁתָה אֶפְרחֶֹיהָ אֶת מִזְבְּחוֹתֶיךָ יי צְבָאוֹת מַלְכִּי ואֵלֹהָי

The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she placed her chicks – Your altars, Lord of Hosts,
my King and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav
Yonason Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Dvash (I 9:7)
that all birds aspire to be pigeons and doves – the

only species of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוּעֵוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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צֶיִָּהַָ אָוֹמֶַרֶת אָוֹר זרָֻעֶַ לָצַָּדִִַּיק וּלָיְשְִֶׁרֵי לָבְֵ שִׂמְַחַָהַ

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the righteous, 
and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms 97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown” literally. 
When you plant something, you’re preparing it to 
sprout and grow. That’s the case with light for the 
righteous and joy for the upright: they’re ready to 
burst forth and multiply!

רְצֶפְִיִ אָוֹמֵַר נֶחֲַַמַוּ נֶחֲַַמַוּ עֶמְִַּי יֹאָמַַר אֱָלָהֵַֹיכֶםֶ

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says, 
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.”  
(Isaiah 40:1) 

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned 
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and 
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for 
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells us 
that they were likewise comforted doubly.

 חֲַסִֵידָהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת דִַּבְָּרוּ עֶלַָ לָבְֵ ירְוּשֶָׁלִַָם וְקְִרְאָוּ אָלֵָיֶהַָ כָּיִ מַָלָאְָָהַ צֶבְְָאָָהּ כָּיִ נֶרְִצֶהַָ עֶוֲֹנֶהָּ כָּיִ לָקְָחַָהַ מִַיָּדַ
ייְָ כָּפְִלְָיַםִ בְָּכֶלָָ חַַטַֹּאָתֶיהַָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her because her host has become full, 
because her iniquity has been pardoned, because 
she has taken from Hashem’s hand double for all her 
sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about God’s 
mercy all the time, so how can we say that God 
punished the Jews doubly? He answers that it’s like 

a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves, but he still 
feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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עוֹרֵבְ אָוֹמֵַר מִַי יכֶָיִן לָעָֹרֵבְ צֶיֵדוֹ כָּיִ ילְָדָָיוְ אָלֶָ אָלֵָ ישְֶַׁוּעֵוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven, 
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even 
extends to the raven, which is generally considered 
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the Midrash 
Tanchuma that male ravens hate their offspring, but 
God ensures that they are fed.

ָ זרְַזיִר אָוֹמֵַר נֶוֹדַע בַָּגֵּוֹיםִ זרְַעֶםָ וְצְֶאֱֶָצֶאָָיֵהֶַם בְָּתוֹךְ הַָעֶמְִַּים כָּלָָ רֹאָיֵהֶַם יכַָּיִרוּם כָּיִ הֵַם זרֶַע בֵָּרַךְ ייְ

The starling says, “Their seed will be known among 
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples. 
All who see them will recognize them, that they are 
the seed that Hashem has blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known among 
the nations: when the Jews travel abroad, whether 
for business or pleasure, they will be recognized and 
afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, 
“These are the progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲָוְזַ שֶֶׁבַָּבַָּיתִ אָוֹמֶַרֶת הַוֹדוּ לָיַיְָ קִרְאָוּ בְִשְֶׁמַוֹ הַוֹדִיעוּ בְָעֶמְִַּים עֶלֲָיִלָוֹתָיוְ שִֶׁירוּ לָוֹ זמְְַּרוּ לָוֹ
 שִׂיחַוּ בְָּכֶלָָ נֶפְְִלָאְָוֹתָיוְ

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem, 
call in His Name, make His deeds known among the 
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all His 
wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of praises 
are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth. “Make music 
to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to 
other people.

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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 אֲָוְזַ הַַבָָּר הַַמְְּשֶׁוֹטֶָטֶָת בַָּמְִּדְבָָּר כָּשְֶֶׁרוֹאָהֵַ אָתֶ ישְִׂרָאָלֵָ
ָ  עוֹסְֵקִים בַָּתּוֹרָהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת קוֹלָ קוֹרֵאָ בַָּמְִּדְבָָּר פֶּנֶָוּ דִֶּרֶךְ ייְ
 ישְֶַׁרוּ בַָּעֶרֲָבְָהַ מְַסִֵלָּהַָ לָאֱֶָלָהֵַֹינֶוּ וְעְֶלַָ מְַצֶיִאָוּת מְַזוֹנֶוֹתֶיהַָ
 בַָּמְִּדְבָָּר אָוֹמֶַרֶת אָָרוּר הַַגֵּבְֶֶר אַָשֵֶּׁר יבְְִטַָחַ בָָּאָָדָם בָָּרוּךְ

הַַגֵּבְֶֶר אֲָשֶֶׁר יבְְִטַָחַ בְָּייְָ וְהְַָיהַָ ייְָ מִַבְְטָָחַוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it sees 
Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says, “A voice 
cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the wilderness; 

straighten a path in the desert for our God’” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the 
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who trusts in human beings… Blessed is the person 
who trusts in Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah 17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration. The 
path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will 
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is 
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live a 
humble life, however, will some day be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is the 
person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

 פְרְוֹגְיִוֹת אָוֹמְַרִים בִָּטְָחַוּ בְַייְָ עֶדֲֵי עֶדַ כָּיִ בְָּיהָּ ייְָ צֶוּר עוֹלָמִַָים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God 
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many ways: 
“rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of worlds,” 
etc. The Malbim understands it to mean that God is the 
strength of all worlds because all worlds rely on Him 
merely to exist, let alone to thrive. The result is that 
God’s might rules over everything.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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 רַחֲַמַָהּ אָוֹמֶַרֶת אָשְֶֶׁרְקָהַ לָהֶַָם וְאֲַָקַבְָּצֶםֵ כָּיִ פְדְִיתִים וְרְָבְוּ כָּמְַוֹ
רָבְוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle 
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed 
them. They will increase as they (previously) increased.” 
(Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is 
according to alef-beis, but backwards:  ָתשָר”ק צֶפְע”סֵ נֶמַלָ”ך יטָחַ”ז וְהַד”גְ בְ”א. Each phrase 
corresponds to a different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that 
the phrase  תשָר”ק (whistle) is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return.

צֶפִֶֹּרֶת כָּרְָמִַים אָוֹמֶַרֶת אָשֶָָּׂאָ עֶיֵנֶיַ אָלֵָ הֶַהַָרִים מֵַאַָיןִ יבְָֹאָ עֶזֶרְִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the mountains; from where will my help 
come?” (Psalms 121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains, it 
won’t do me any good because the only help is from God; 
to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather 
us from the nations. He made Heaven and Earth, and it is 
within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חַָסִֵילָ אָוֹמֵַר ייְָ אֱָלָהַַֹי אַָתָּהַ אֲָרוֹמִַמְַךָ אָוֹדֶהַ שִֶׁמְַךָ כָּיִ עֶשִָׂיתָ פֶּלֶָאֶָ עֶצֵֶוֹת מֵַרָחַוֹק אֱָמַוּנֶהַָ אָֹמֶַן

The locust says, “Hashem, You are my God; I will exalt 
You, I will praise Your Name, because You have performed 
wonders – counsels from afar, enduring faith.”  
(Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to 
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God made 
to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמַָמִַית אָוֹמֶַרֶת הַַלָלְָוּהַוּ בְְצֶלִָצְֶלְָיֵ שֶָׁמַַע הַַלָלְָוּהַוּ בְָּצֶלִָצְֶלְָיֵ תְרוּעֶהַָ

The spider says, “Praise Him with loud cymbals! Praise Him 
with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav Hirsch 
explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a musician 
crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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 זבְְוּבְ אָוֹמֵַר בְָּשֶָׁעֶהַָ שֶֶׁאָיֵן ישְִׂרָאָלֵָ עוֹסְֵקִים בַָּתּוֹרָהַ קוֹלָ אָֹמֵַר קְרָאָ וְאְָָמַַר מַָהַ אָקְֶרָאָ כָּלָָ הַַבָָּשָׂר חַָצֶיִר
 וְכְֶלָָ חַַסְֵדִּוֹ כָּצְֶיִץ הַַשָָּׂדֶהַ יבְֵָשֶׁ חַָצֶיִר נֶבְֵָלָ צֶיִץ כָּיִ רוּחַַ ייְָ נֶשְֶָׁבְָהַ בָּוֹ אָָכֶןֵ חַָצֶיִר הַָעֶםָ יבְֵָשֶׁ חַָצֶיִר נֶבְֵָלָ צֶיִץ

וּדְבְַר אֱָלָהֵַֹינֶוּ יקָוּם לָעְוֹלָםָ

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with Torah, 
says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said, ‘What shall 
I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its kindness is like 
the flower of the field. The grass will wither, the flower 
will wilt, because a wind from Hashem has blown on it. 
Behold, the people is grass! The grass will dry out, the 
flower will wilt, and the word of our God will endure 
forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness that 
people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure intentions 
and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בָּוֹרֵאָ נֶיִבְ שְׂפְתָָיםִ שֶָׁלָוֹם שֶָׁלָוֹם לָרָָחַוֹק וְלְָקַָֹּרוֹבְ אָָמַַר ייְָ וּרְפְאָָתִיוְ

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of the 
lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the one who 
is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.” (Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of baalei 
teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first extends 
peace to those who used to be far from Him; only after that 
does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנֶּיִנֶיִם אָוֹמְַרִים הַַלָלְָוּ אָתֶ ייְָ מִַן הַָאָָרֶץ תַּנֶּיִנֶיִם וְכְֶלָָ תְּהַֹמַוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from the 
land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms 148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our 
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand this 
verse to be David calling upon the depths to praise God. 
Rather, we should praise God when we see the might of 
His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah 3:11)

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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לָוְִיְתַָן אָוֹמֵַר הַוֹדוּ לָיַיְָ כָּיִ טָוֹבְ כָּיִ לָעְוֹלָםָ חַַסְֵדִּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem because He 
is good, because His kindness endures forever.”  
(Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to 
rejoice and to bless, David now tells us to give thanks 
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from Him. 
This goodness is His kindness, which lasts forever. This 
is so regardless of whether He is currently running the 
world according to the rules of “nature” or in a more 
miraculous fashion.

דִָּגְיִם אָוֹמְַרִים קוֹלָ ייְָ עֶלַָ הַַמְָּיםִ אָלֵָ הַַכָּבְָוֹד הִַרְעֶיִם ייְָ עֶלַָ מַַיםִ רַבִָּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters, the 
God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many waters.” 
(Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original 
eighteen brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted 
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of 
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha, which 
was added later, was instituted corresponding to the 
one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צֶפְְרְַדִֵּעֶַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת בָָּרוּךְ שֵֶׁם כָּבְְוֹד מַַלָכְֶוּתוֹ לָעְוֹלָםַ וְעֶָדֶ

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that when 
Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he heard the 
angels singing this praise, which he then taught to the 
Jews. The practice became to recite it quietly so as not to 
flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, 
when the Jews themselves are considered angelic.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 4 (Part II): The Spider and
the Fly
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

סְנוּניִת אוֹמֶרֶת לְמַעַן יזְַמֶּרְךָ כָבוֹד ולְֹא ידִּםֹ יי אֱלֹהַי לְעוֹלָם אוֹדֶךָּ

The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, I will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says

“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul, however, can and does praise
Hashem.)

טַסִּית אוֹמֶרֶת עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יי עשֵֹׂה שָׁמַיםִ ואָָרֶץ

The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes
this verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a
wife for Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure;
Yaakov arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged,
fully aware that his assistance ultimately comes from
God.

צִיּהָ אוֹמֶרֶת אוֹר זָרֻעַ לַצַּדִּיק וּלְישְִׁרֵי לֵב שִׂמְחָה

The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the
righteous, and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms
97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown”
literally. When you plant something, you’re
preparing it to sprout and grow. That’s the case with
light for the righteous and joy for the upright:

they’re ready to burst forth and multiply!

רְצִפִי אוֹמֵר נחֲַמוּ נחֲַמוּ עַמִּי יאֹמַר אֱלֹהֵיכֶם

The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.” (Isaiah
40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” – Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[I]t has received … double for
all its sins” – Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells
us that they were likewise comforted doubly.

חֲסִידָה אוֹמֶרֶת דַּבְּרוּ עַל לֵב ירְוּשָׁלִַם וקְִרְאוּ אֵלֶיהָ כִּי מָלְאָה צְבָאָהּ כִּי נרְִצָה עֲוֹנהָּ כִּי לָקְחָה מִיּדַ יי
כִּפְלַיםִ בְּכָל חַטּאֹתֶיהָ

The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned,
because she has taken from Hashem’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about
God’s mercy all the time, so how can we say that
God punished the Jews doubly? He answers that

it’s like a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves,
but he still feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).

עוֹרֵב אוֹמֵר מִי יכִָין לָערֵֹב צֵידוֹ כִּי ילְָדָיו אֶל אֵל ישְַׁוֵּעוּ

The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the
Midrash Tanchuma that male ravens hate their
offspring, but God ensures that they are fed.

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר נוֹדַע בַּגּוֹיםִ זַרְעָם וצְֶאֱצָאֵיהֶם בְּתוֹךְ הָעַמִּים
כָּל ראֵֹיהֶם יכִַּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע בֵּרַךְ יי

The starling says, “Their seed will be known
among the nations, and their offspring among
the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them, that they are the seed that Hashem has
blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known
among the nations: when the Jews travel
abroad, whether for business or pleasure, they

will be recognized and afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim, “These are the
progeny whom God has blessed!”

אֲוזַ שֶׁבַּבַּיתִ אוֹמֶרֶת הוֹדוּ לַיי קִרְאוּ בִשְׁמוֹ הוֹדִיעוּ בָעַמִּים עֲלִילוֹתָיו שִׁירוּ לוֹ זַמְּרוּ לוֹ שִׂיחוּ בְּכָל
נפְִלְאוֹתָיו

The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,
call in his Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all
His wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of
praises are to be made. “Sing to Him” – by mouth.
“Make music to Him” – on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” – to other people.

אֲוזַ הַבָּר הַמְּשׁוֹטֶטֶת בַּמִּדְבָּר כְּשֶׁרוֹאֵה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת קוֹל קוֹרֵא בַּמִּדְבָּר
פָּנוּ דֶּרֶךְ יי ישְַׁרוּ בַּעֲרָבָה מְסִלָּה לֶאֱלֹהֵינוּ ועְַל מְצִיאוּת מְזוֹנוֹתֶיהָ בַּמִּדְבָּר אוֹמֶרֶת אָרוּר הַגֶּבֶר
אַשֵּׁר יבְִטַח בָּאָדָם בָּרוּךְ הַגֶּבֶר אֲשֶׁר יבְִטַח בְּיי והְָיהָ יי מִבְטָחוֹ

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it
sees Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says
“A voice cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the
wilderness; straighten a path in the desert for our
God” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who
trusts in man… Blessed is the person who trusts in
Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah

17:5, 7)

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration.
The path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live
humble life, however, will someday be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is
the person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

פְרוֹגִיוֹת אוֹמְרִים בִּטְחוּ בַיי עֲדֵי עַד כִּי בְּיהָּ יי צוּר עוֹלָמִים

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many
ways: “rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of
worlds,” etc. The Malbim understands it to mean
that God is the strength of all worlds because all
worlds rely on Him merely to exist, let alone to
thrive. The result is that God’s might rules over everything.

רַחֲמָהּ אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשְׁרְקָה לָהֶם ואֲַקַבְּצֵם כִּי פְדִיתִים ורְָבוּ כְּמוֹ רָבוּ

The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because I have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously)
increased.” (Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: תשר"ק צפע"ס
each phrase corresponds to a ,נמל"ך יטח"ז והד"ג ב"א

different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that the phrase
.is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return (whistle) תשר"ק

צִפּרֶֹת כְּרָמִים אוֹמֶרֶת אֶשָּׂא עֵיניַ אֵל הֶהָרִים מֵאַיןִ יבָאֹ עֶזְרִי

The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the
mountains; from where will my help come?” (Psalms
121:1)

The Radak explains: “If I raise my eyes to the mountains,
it won’t do me any good because the only help is from
God; to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather us from the nations. He
made Heaven and Earth, and it is within His ability to do whatever He desires.”

חָסִיל אוֹמֵר יי אֱלֹהַי אַתָּה אֲרוֹמִמְךָ אוֹדֶה שִׁמְךָ כִּי עָשִׂיתָ פֶּלֶא עֵצוֹת מֵרָחוֹק אֱמוּנהָ אמֶֹן

The locust says, “Hashem, you are my God; I will exalt
you, I will praise your Name, because you have
performed wonders – counsels from afar, enduring
faith.” (Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God
made to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.

שְׂמָמִית אוֹמֶרֶת הַלְלוּהוּ בְצִלְצְלֵי שָׁמַע הַלְלוּהוּ בְּצִלְצְלֵי תְרוּעָה

The spider says, “Praise him with loud cymbals! Praise
him with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5)

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav
Hirsch explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a
musician crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!

זְבוּב אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁאֵין ישְִׂרָאֵל עוֹסְקִים בַּתּוֹרָה קוֹל אמֵֹר
קְרָא ואְָמַר מָה אֶקְרָא כָּל הַבָּשָׂר חָצִיר וכְָל חַסְדּוֹ כְּצִיץ הַשָּׂדֶה יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ כִּי רוּחַ יי נשְָׁבָה
בּוֹ אָכֵן חָצִיר הָעָם יבֵָשׁ חָצִיר נבֵָל צִיץ וּדְבַר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יקָוּם לְעוֹלָם

The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with
Torah, says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.’ And he said,
‘What shall I call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its
kindness is like the flower of the field. The grass will
wither, the flower will wilt, because a wind from
Hashem has blown on it. Behold the people is grass!
The grass will dry out, the flower will wilt, and the
word of our God will endure forever.’” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness
that people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure
intentions and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.

בּוֹרֵא ניִב שְׂפָתָיםִ שָׁלוֹם שָׁלוֹם לָרָחוֹק ולְַקָּרוֹב אָמַר יי וּרְפָאתִיו

(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of
the lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the
one who is near, says Hashem, and I will heal him.”
(Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of
baalei teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first
extends peace to those who used to be far from Him;
only after that does He extend it to those who were always near.

תַּנּיִניִם אוֹמְרִים הַלְלוּ אֶת יי מִן הָאָרֶץ תַּנּיִניִם וכְָל תְּהמֹוֹת

The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from
the land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms
148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand
this verse to be David calling upon the depths to
praise God. Rather, we should praise God when we
see the might of His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah

3:11)

לִויְתַָן אוֹמֵר הוֹדוּ לַיי כִּי טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem
because He is good, because His kindness endures
forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from
Him. This goodness is His kindness, which lasts
forever. This is so regardless of whether He is currently running the world according to the
rules of “nature” or in a more miraculous fashion.

דָּגִים אוֹמְרִים קוֹל יי עַל הַמָּיםִ אֵל הַכָּבוֹד הִרְעִים יי עַל מַיםִ רַבִּים

Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters,
the God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many
waters.” (Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
18 brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha,
which was added later, was instituted

corresponding to the one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.

צְפַרְדֵּעַ אוֹמֶרֶת בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלַם ועֶָד

The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One
Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that
when Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he
heard the angels singing this praise, which he then
taught to the Jews. The practice became to recite it
quietly so as not to flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur, when the Jews
themselves are considered angelic.
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Chapter 5
בְָּהֵַמַָהַ דִַּקָֹּהַ טְָהַוֹרָהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת מִַי כֶמַָֹכֶהַָ בָָּאָלֵָםִ ייְָ מִַי כָּמַָֹכֶהַָ נֶאֶָדְִָּר בַָּקֹֹּדֶשֶׁ נֶוֹרָאָ תְהִַלָּתֹ עֹשֵׂהַ פְלֶָאֶָ

The small animal (like the sheep and the goat) says, 
“Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem? Who is like 
You, majestic in holiness, awesome in praise, performing 
wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You among 
the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who is like You 
among the silent (ilmim).” This is because God hears the 
abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְָּהֵַמַָהַ גֵּסִַָּהַ טְָהַוֹרָהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת הַַרְנֶיִנֶוּ לָאֵָלָהִַֹים עוּזּנֵֶוּ הַָרִיעוּ לָאֵָלָהֵַֹי יעֶַקֲֹבְ

The large animal (like the cow) says, “Rejoice to God, 
our strength; sound a trumpet to the God of Yaakov!” 
(Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It was 
so instituted because birds and fish were created on 
Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְָּהֵַמַָהַ דִַּקָֹּהַ טְָמֵַאָָהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת הֵַיטִָיבְָהַ ייְָ לָטַַּוֹבְִים וְלְָיִשֶָׁרִים בְָּלָבִָּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do good, 
Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their hearts.” 
(Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright in 
one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a building, 
but the honesty of one’s heart is like its foundation.

בְָּהֵַמַָהַ גֵּסִַָּהַ טְָמֵַאָָהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת יגְְיִעֶַ כָּפֶַּיֶךָ כָּיִ תֹאָכֶלֵָ אַָשְֶׁרֶיךָ וְטְָוֹבְ לָךְָ
The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden) says, “When you eat the work of your 

hands, you are fortunate and it is good for you.” 
(Psalms 128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to be 
a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112 tells us 
that a pious person is fortunate, but Psalm 128 tells 
us that one who enjoys the fruits of his own labors 
is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that 
things will be good for him (in the Next World). 
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בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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גֵּמְַַּלָ אָוֹמֵַר ייְָ מִַמְָּרוֹם ישְִֶׁאָָגְ וּמִַמְְּעוֹן קָדְשֶׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלָוֹ שֶָׁאָֹגְ ישְִֶׁאַָגְ עֶלַָ נֶוְָהֵַוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and 
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He shall 
roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His 
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His 
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the necessary 
decree to destroy Jerusalem and the Temple.

 סֵוּסֵ אָוֹמֵַר הִַנֶּהֵַ כֶעְֶיֵנֶיֵ עֶבְֲָדִים אָלֶָ ידַ אֲָדוֹנֶיֵהֶַם כָּעְֶיֵנֶיֵ שִֶׁפְחְַָהַ אָלֶָ ידַ גֵּבְְִרְתָּהּ כָּןֵ עֶיֵנֶיֵנֶוּ אָלֶָ ייְָ אֱָלָהֵַֹינֶוּ
עֶדַ שֶֶׁיָּחְַָנֶּנֵֶוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the servants 
to the hand of their master, like the eyes of the maid 
to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes to Hashem 
our God until He favors us.” (Psalms 123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos 
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not 
overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should 
allow his servants to eat all the same food that he 

himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶֶד אָוֹמֵַר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּלָָ מַַלָכְֶיֵ אָָרֶץ כָּיִ שֶָׁמְַעוּ אִָמְַרֵי פְיִךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge 
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of Your 
mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all 
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling 
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of 
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is 
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only He 
should be praised,

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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ָ  חֲַמַוֹר אָוֹמֵַר לָךְָ ייְָ הַַגֵּדְֻלָּהַָ וְהְַַגֵּבְְוּרָהַ וְהְַַתִּפְאְָרֶֶת וְהְַַנֶּצֵֶחַַ וְהְַַהַוֹד כָּיִ כֶֹלָ בַָּשֶָּׁמַַיםִ וּבְָאָָרֶץ לָךְָ ייְ
הַַמְַּמְַלָכֶָהַָ וְהְַַמְִּתְנֶשֵַָּׂאָ לָכְֶֹלָ לָרְֹאָשֶׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the greatness, 
the might, the splendor, the victory and the glory, 
because everything in Heaven and on Earth (is 
Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the kingship and You are 
the One exalted over everything.”  
(I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the 
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all the 

might, all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved are really God’s, because 
all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in battle and 
dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

 שֶׁוֹר אָוֹמֵַר אָָז ישִֶָׁיר מַשֶֶׁהַ וּבְְנֶיֵ ישְִׂרָאָלֵָ אָתֶ הַַשִֶּׁירָהַ הַַזֹּאָת לָיַיְָ וְיַָֹּאָמְַרוּ לָאֵָמַֹר אָָשִֶׁירָהַ לָּיַיְָ כָּיִ גְאָָֹהַ
גֵּאָָָהַ סֵוּסֵ וְרְֹכֶבְְוֹ רָמַָהַ בְַיָּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel sang 
this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will sing to 
Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He has thrown 
the horse and its rider into the sea.’” (Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word 
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why does 
it say “saying”? This teaches that Moshe would sing a line 
and the people would repeat it, responsively, the same as 
we do when reciting Hallel.

חַַיָּוֹת הַַשָָּׂדֶהַ אָוֹמְַרִים בָָּרוּךְ הַַטַּוֹבְ וְהְַַמְֵּטִָיבְ

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One 
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary 
soul and good news from a distant land.” What 
do these things have in common? Bereishis 
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite HaTov 
v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is good and 
does good – over good news, so too we recite it 
over much-needed rain.
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Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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צֶבְְִי אָוֹמֵַר וְאֲַָנֶיִ אָָשִֶׁיר עֶֻזּךֶָ וְאֲַָרַנֶּןֵ לָבַָֹּקֶר חַַסְֵדִֶּךָ כָּיִ הַָייִתָ מִַשְׂגֵּבְָ לָיִ וּמַָנֶוֹסֵ בְָּיוֹם צֶרַ לָיִ

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will rejoice 
in Your kindness in the morning, because You were a 
haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my oppression.” 
(Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23), this 
refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s strength over 
Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice” in God’s kindness 
towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may 
precede the messianic era).

פֶּיִלָ אָוֹמֵַר מַַהַ גֵּדְָלָוּ מַַעֶשֲֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְַאָֹד עֶמְַָקוּ מַַחְַשְֶׁבְֹתֶיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works, 
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.” 
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely profound 
designs refers to the way He runs the world with 
providence, making it look like “nature.” This gives 
people free will so that they can be held responsible 

for their actions. (If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for 
misdeeds, people would have no real choices.)

אַָרְיהֵַ אָוֹמֵַר ייְָ כָּגֵַּבִָּוֹר יצֵֶאֵָ כָּאְִָישֶׁ מִַלָחְַָמַוֹת יעֶָיִר קִנֶאְָָהַ ירִָיעֶַ אַָף יצֶַרְִיחַַ עֶלַָ אָֹיבְְָיוְ יתְִגֵּבַָָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty man, 
like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will shout – 
He will even roar. He will prevail over His enemies.” 
(Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that God’s 
“roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. Really, it 
exceeds the combined roars of all the warriors in the 
world. However, the prophets restrained their words 
and only told us things in ways that most people could 
visualize.
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בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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 דִֹּבְ אָוֹמֵַר ישְִׂאָוּ מִַדְבָָּר וְעְֶרָָיוְ חֲַצֶרִֵים תֵּשֵֶׁבְ קֵדָר ירָֹנֶּוּ ישְֶׁבְֵי סֵֶלָעַ מֵַרֹאָשֶׁ הַָרִים יצִֶוְְחַָוּ ישִָׂימַוּ לָיַהַוְהַָ
כָּבְָוֹד וּתְהִַלָּתָוֹ בָָּאִָיָּיִם יגֵַּיִדוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities 
raise their voices, the village where Kedar dwells. 
Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them shout 
from the peaks of the mountains. Let them give 
honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in the 
islands.” (Isaiah 42:11-12)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants 
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes in 
rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, 

who understands it to mean that the dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when 
they are freed from their rocky abodes.

 זאְָבְֵ אָוֹמֵַר עֶלַָ כָּלָָ דְִּבְַר פֶּשֶֶַׁע עֶלַָ שֶׁוֹר עֶלַָ חֲַמַוֹר עֶלַָ שֶׂהַ עֶלַָ שַׂלָמְַָהַ עֶלַָ כָּלָָ אֲָבְֵדָהַ אֲָשֶֶׁר יֹאָמַַר כָּיִ
הַוּאָ זהֶַ עֶדַ הַָאֱָלָהִַֹים יבְָֹאָ דְִּבְַר שְֶׁנֶיֵהֶַם אֲָשֶֶׁר ירְַשִֶׁיעֶֻן אֱָלָהִַֹים ישְֶַׁלָּםֵ שְֶׁנֶיַםִ לָרְֵעֶהֵַוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox, for a donkey, 
for a lamb, for a garment, for every lost object about which 
one says, ‘This is it,’ the matter of both of them shall come to 
the judge. The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay 
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II, 6:1), uses this 
verse as an example of where the word “elohim” refers to judges. 
In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called “Elohei 
ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is Judge over lowly 
human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather faint praise.)

שֶׁוּעֶלַָ אָוֹמֵַר הַוֹי בָֹּנֶהֶַ בְֵיתוֹ בְָּלָאָֹ צֶדֶֶק וְעֶַלֲָיִָּוֹתָיוְ בְָּלָאָֹ מִַשְֶׁפֶּטָָ בְָּרֵעֶהֵַוּ יעֶַבְֲֹד חִַנֶּםָ וּפְֹעֶלֲָוֹ לָאָֹ יתִֶּן לָוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house 
without righteousness and his lofts without justice, 
using his fellow’s labor for free and he doesn’t give 
him for his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful forces 
flee from a place where righteousness exists. 
However, whichever force gets to a place first 
acquires it. If righteousness gets there first, great, 
but if not… look out!

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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זרְַזיִר אָוֹמֵַר רַנֶּנְֶוּ צֶדִִַּיקִים בַָּייְָ לָיַשְֶָׁרִים נֶאָָוְהַָ תְהִַלָּהַָ

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in Hashem; 
praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms 33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 
139:1), when the righteous experience God, they 
are immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We 
see this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he 
was bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens 
opening and sang.

עֶכֶַבְָָּר אָוֹמֵַר אֲָרוֹמִַמְַךָ ייְָ כָּיִ דִלָּיִתָנֶיִ וְלְָאָֹ־שִׂמְַּחְַתָּ אָֹיבְְַי לָיִ

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because You 
have raised me up and You have not let my enemies 
rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here: “If 
You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my enemies 
would have rejoiced because of me. Now (since God has 

raised and forgiven David), You have not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to 
mourn.”

ָ חַָתוּלָ אָוֹמֵַר אִָם־תַּגְבְִָּיהַּ כָּנֶַּשֶֶֶׁר וְאְִָם־בֵָּין כָּֽוֹכֶבְִָים שִׂים קִנֶּךֶָ מִַשֶָּׁם אָוֹרִֽידְךָ נֶאְָֻם־ייְ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place your 
nest among the stars, from there I shall bring you 
down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied 
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau. 
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi (Nedarim 
3:8) says that, in the future, Esau will wrap himself in 
his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be 
expelled by God. (That the righteous are compared to 
stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)
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Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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וּכֶשְֶֶׁמַַגְיִעוֹ אָוֹמֵַר אָרְֶדִּוֹף אָוֹיבְְַי וְאְַָשִָּׂיגְםֵ וְלְָאָֹ־אָָשֶׁוּבְ עֶדַ־כָּלַָּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my 
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back until 
they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David 
could only achieve this degree of success because he had 
mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other righteous 
kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not request such a gift 
from God because they had not achieved David’s level in 
this trait.

וְעְֶכֶַבְָָּר אָוֹמֵַר וְאְַָתָּהַ צֶדִִַּיק עֶלַָ כׇָּלָ־הַַבָָּאָ עֶלָָיַ כָּיִ־אֱָמֶַת עֶשִָׂיתָ וְאֲַָנֶיִ הִַרְשֶָֽׁעֶתְִּי

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that comes upon me, because You have 
performed truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased 
from Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person 
plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses this 
verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness. Since he was 
perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy to be saved from 
the flood without any punishment at all. This is unlike 
those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth.

Chapter 6

שְֶׁרָצֶיִם אָוֹמְַרִים ישְִׂמַַחַ ישְִׂרָאָלֵָ בְָּעֹשָׂיוְ בְָּנֶיֵ צֶיִָּוֹן יגְָיִלָוּ בְְמַַלָכְָּםָ

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One Who 
made him; let the children of Zion exult in their King.” 
(Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy is 
when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve Hashem, 
and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and mitzvos. The 
further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, 

the more his joy will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.
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בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 5: Lions and Wolves and
Bears (Oh, My!)
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת מִי כָמכָֹה בָּאֵלִם יי מִי כָּמכָֹה נאְֶדָּר בַּקּדֶֹשׁ נוֹרָא תְהִלֹּת עשֵֹׂה פֶלֶא

The small kosher animal (like the sheep and the goat)
says, “Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in
praise, performing wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You
among the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who
is like You among the silent (ilmim).” This is because
God hears the abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְהוֹרָה אוֹמֶרֶת הַרְניִנוּ לֵאלֹהִים עוּזֵּנוּ הָרִיעוּ לֵאלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ

The large kosher animal (like the cow) says,
“Rejoice to God, our strength; sound a trumpet to
the God of Yaakov!” (Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It
was so instituted because birds and fish were
created on Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud
Rosh Hashana 31a.

בְּהֵמָה דַּקָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת הֵיטִיבָה ייְָ לַטּוֹבִים ולְִישָׁרִים בְּלִבּוֹתָם

The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do
good, Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their
hearts.” (Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright
in one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a
building but the honesty of one’s heart is like its
foundation.

בְּהֵמָה גַּסָּה טְמֵאָה אוֹמֶרֶת יגְִיעַ כַּפֶּיךָ כִּי תאֹכֵל אַשְׁרֶיךָ וטְוֹב לָךְ

The large unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden)
says, “When you eat the work of your hands, you
are fortunate and it is good for you.” (Psalms
128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to
be a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112
tells us that a pious person is fortunate, but
Psalm 128 tells us that one who enjoys the fruits

of his own labors is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that things will be good for
him (in the Next World).

גַּמַּל אוֹמֵר יי מִמָּרוֹם ישְִׁאָג וּמִמְּעוֹן קָדְשׁוֹ יתִֵּן קוֹלוֹ שָׁאגֹ ישְִׁאַג עַל נוָהֵוּ

The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He
shall roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the
necessary decree to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple.

סוּס אוֹמֵר הִנּהֵ כְעֵיניֵ עֲבָדִים אֶל ידַ אֲדוֹניֵהֶם כְּעֵיניֵ שִׁפְחָה אֶל ידַ גְּבִרְתָּהּ כֵּן עֵיניֵנוּ אֶל יי אֱלֹהֵינוּ
עַד שֶׁיּחְָנּנֵוּ

The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the
servants to the hand of their master, like the eyes of
the maid to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
to Hashem our God until He favors us.” (Psalms
123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not

overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should allow his servants to eat all the same
food that he himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.

פֶּרֶד אוֹמֵר יוֹדוּךָ ייְָ כָּל מַלְכֵי אָרֶץ כִּי שָׁמְעוּ אִמְרֵי פִיךָ

The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of
Your mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only
He should be praised,

ָ חֲמוֹר אוֹמֵר לְךָ ייְָ הַגְּדֻלָּה והְַגְּבוּרָה והְַתִּפְאֶרֶת והְַנּצֵַח והְַהוֹד כִּי כלֹ בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ לְךָ ייְ
הַמַּמְלָכָה והְַמִּתְנשֵַּׂא לְכלֹ לְראֹשׁ

The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the
greatness, the might, the splendor, the victory
and the glory, because everything in Heaven
and on Earth (is Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship and You are the One exalted over
everything.” (I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all

the might all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved is really God’s,
because all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in
battle and dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.

שׁוֹר אוֹמֵר אָז ישִָׁיר משֶׁה וּבְניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶת הַשִּׁירָה הַזּאֹת לַיי ויַּאֹמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ אָשִׁירָה לַּייְָ כִּי גָאהֹ
גָּאָה סוּס ורְכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיּםָ

The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel
sang this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘I will
sing to Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He
has thrown the horse and its rider into the sea.’”
(Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why
does it say “saying?” This teaches that Moshe would sing a line and the people would
repeat it, responsively, the same as we do when reciting Hallel.

חַיּוֹת הַשָּׂדֶה אוֹמְרִים בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב והְַמֵּטִיב

The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite
HaTov v’haMeitiv – the blessing that God is
good and does good – over good news, so too

we recite it over much-needed rain.

צְבִי אוֹמֵר ואֲַניִ אָשִׁיר עֻזֶּךָ ואֲַרַנּןֵ לַבּקֶֹר חַסְדֶּךָ כִּי הָייִתָ מִשְׂגָּב לִי וּמָנוֹס בְּיוֹם צַר לִי

The deer says, “I will sing of Your strength; I will
rejoice in Your kindness in the morning, because You
were a haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my
oppression.” (Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23),
this refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s
strength over Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice”
in God’s kindness towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may precede the
messianic era).

פִּיל אוֹמֵר מַה גָּדְלוּ מַעֲשֶׂיךָ ייְָ מְאדֹ עָמְקוּ מַחְשְׁבתֶֹיךָ

The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely
profound designs refers to the way He runs the
world with providence, making it look like
“nature.” This gives people free will so that
they can be held responsible for their actions.

(If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for misdeeds, people
would have no real choices.)

אַרְיהֵ אוֹמֵר ייְָ כַּגִּבּוֹר יצֵֵא כְּאִישׁ מִלְחָמוֹת יעִָיר קִנאְָה ירִָיעַ אַף יצְַרִיחַ עַל איֹבְָיו יתְִגַּבָּר

The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty
man, like a man of war He will arouse zeal. He will
shout – He will even roar. He will prevail over his
enemies.” (Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that
God’s “roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. In
truth, it exceeds the combined roars of all the
warriors in the world. However, the prophets restrained their words and only told us things
in ways that most people could visualize.

דּבֹ אוֹמֵר ישְִׂאוּ מִדְבָּר ועְָרָיו חֲצֵרִים תֵּשֵׁב קֵדָר ירָנֹּוּ ישְׁבֵי סֶלַע מֵראֹשׁ הָרִים יצְִוחָוּ ישִָׂימוּ לַיהוהָ
כָּבוֹד וּתְהִלָּתוֹ בָּאִיּיִם יגִַּידוּ

The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar
dwells. Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them
shout from the peaks of the mountains. Let them
give honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in
the islands.” (Isaiah 42:11)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes

in rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan, who understands it to mean that the
dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when they are freed from their rocky
abodes.

זְאֵב אוֹמֵר עַל כָּל דְּבַר פֶּשַׁע עַל שׁוֹר עַל חֲמוֹר עַל שֶׂה עַל שַׂלְמָה עַל כָּל אֲבֵדָה אֲשֶׁר יאֹמַר כִּי
הוּא זֶה עַד הָאֱלֹהִים יבָאֹ דְּבַר שְׁניֵהֶם אֲשֶׁר ירְַשִׁיעֻן אֱלֹהִים ישְַׁלֵּם שְׁניַםִ לְרֵעֵהוּ

The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox,
for a donkey, for a lamb, for a garment, for every
lost object about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the
matter of both of them shall come to the judge.
The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (II,
6:1), uses this verse as an example of where the
word “elohim” refers to judges. In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called
“Elohei ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is
Judge over lowly human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather
faint praise.)

שׁוּעַל אוֹמֵר הוֹי בּנֹהֶ בֵיתוֹ בְּלֹא צֶדֶק ועֲַלִיּוֹתָיו בְּלֹא מִשְׁפָּט בְּרֵעֵהוּ יעֲַבדֹ חִנּםָ וּפעֲֹלוֹ לֹא יתִֶּן לוֹ

The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without
justice, using his fellow’s labor for free and he
doesn’t give him his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful
forces flee from a place where righteousness
exists. However, whichever force gets to a place
first acquires it. If righteousness gets there first,

great, but if not… look out!

זַרְזִיר אוֹמֵר רַנּנְוּ צַדִּיקִים בַּייְָ לַישְָׁרִים נאָוהָ תְהִלָּה

The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in
Hashem; praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms
33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos 139:1),
when the righteous experience God, they are
immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We see
this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he was
bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.

עַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר אֲרוֹמִמְךָ ייְָ כִּי דִלִּיתָניִ ולְֹא־שִׂמַּחְתָּ איֹבְַי לִי

The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because
You have raised me up and You have not let my
enemies rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here:
“If You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my
enemies would have rejoiced because of me. Now,”
(since God has raised and forgiven David), “You have

not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to mourn.”

ָ ידְךָ נאְֻם־ייְ חָתוּל אוֹמֵר אִם־תַּגְבִּיהַּ כַּנּשֶֶׁר ואְִם־בֵּין כּֽוֹכָבִים שִׂים קִנּךֶָ מִשָּׁם אוֹרִֽ

The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place
your nest among the stars, from there I shall bring
you down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Nedarim 3:8) says that in the future, Esau will wrap
himself in his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be expelled by God. (That the
righteous are compared to stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

וּכְשֶׁמַגִיעוֹ אוֹמֵר אֶרְדּוֹף אוֹיבְַי ואְַשִּׂיגֵם ולְֹא־אָשׁוּב עַד־כַּלּוֹתָם

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and I did not turn back
until they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David
could only achieve this degree of success because he
had mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other
righteous kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not
request such a gift from God because they had not
achieved David’s level in this trait.

עְתִּי ועְַכְבָּר אוֹמֵר ואְַתָּה צַדִּיק עַל כׇּל־הַבָּא עָלַי כִּי־אֱמֶת עָשִׂיתָ ואֲַניִ הִרְשָֽׁ

The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that
comes upon me, because You have performed
truth and I have acted evilly” (paraphrased from
Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses
this verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness.
Since he was perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy
to be saved from the flood without any punishment
at all. This is unlike those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth. 42:11-12)
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אָלֵָיִם שֶֶׁבַָּשְֶּׁרָצֶיִם אָוֹמְַרִים אָשְֶֶׁתְּךָ כָּגְְפְֶןֶ פֶֹּרִיָּהַָ בְָּירְַכָּתְֵי בְֵיתֶךָ בָָּנֶיֶךָ כָּשְִֶׁתִלָיֵ זיֵתִים סֵָבְִיבְ לָשְֶֻׁלָחְַָנֶךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say, “Your 
wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your 
house; your children like olive shoots around your 
table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a) 
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing 
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry 
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect to 
have many children.

נֶחַָָשֶׁ אָוֹמֵַר סֵוֹמֵַךְ ייְָ לָכְֶלָָ הַַנֶּפְֹלְָיִם וְזְוֹקֵף לָכְֶלָָ הַַכָּפְְוּפְיִם

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and straightens all the bent.”  
(Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked why no 
verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical acrostic) starts 
with the letter nun. The Gemara refers us to Amos 5:2, 
which discusses the downfall of Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew 
root meaning to fall.) Nevertheless, David used the next 
verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those 
who have fallen.

עֶקְַרַבְ אָוֹמֵַר טָוֹבְ ייְָ לָכַָֹּלָ וְרְַחֲַמַָיוְ עֶלַָ כָּלָָ מַַעֶשֲָׂיוְ

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His 
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam tells us that the Sages commanded us 
to visit non-Jews when they’re sick, to help bury their 
dead and to support their needy based on this verse 
(Melachim 10:12). God has commanded us to emulate 
His trait of being merciful to all (Avadim 9:8).

שֶַׁבְָּלָוּלָ אָוֹמֵַר כָּמְַוֹ שֶַׁבְָּלָוּלָ תֶּמֶַסֵ יהֲַַלָךְֹ נֶפְֵלֶָ אָשֵֶֶׁת בַָּלָ חַָזוּ שֶָׁמֶַשֶׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes, the 
stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms 58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to the 
inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies should be 
like those who never saw the sun. Along these lines, we see 
that the sun rose over Sodom after God had rained fire and 
brimstone on it.

רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן
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Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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נֶמְַָלָהַָ אָוֹמֶַרֶת לָךְֵ אָלֶָ נֶמְַָלָהַָ עֶצֶָלֵָ רְאָהֵַ דְרָכֶיֶהַָ וְחֲַַכֶםָ

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider her 
ways, and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains that 
what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her in the 
winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in this world 
to serve us in the Next World.

חַֻלָדְִָּהַ אָוֹמֶַרֶת כָֹּלָ הַַנֶּשְֶָׁמַָהַ תְּהַַלָּלֵָ יהָּ הַַלָלְָוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem – 
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the 
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton 
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to 
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all praise 
God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כָּלְָבְִָים אָוֹמְַרִים בָֹּאָוּ נֶשְִֶׁתַּחֲַוְהֶַ וְנְֶכִֶרְָעֶהַָ נֶבְְִרְכֶהַָ לָפְִנְֶיֵ ייְָ עֹשֵׂנֶוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let us 
kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean that 
Hashem made the dry land and the sea. These are 
the general materials from which all the details were 
made.

רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן
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שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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  רבַָּיִ ישְֶַׁעֶיְהַָ תַּלָמְִַידוֹ שֶֶׁלָ רבִַָּי חֲַנֶיִנֶאָָ בָּןֶ דִּוֹסֵָאָ הִַתְעֶנֶַּהַָ חַָמֵַשֶׁ וּשְֶׁמַוֹנֶיִם תַּעֶנֲֶיִָּוֹת אָָמַַר כָּלְָבְִָים
 שֶֶׁכָּתָוּבְ בָָּהֶַם וְהְַַכָּלְָבְִָים עֶזַּיֵ נֶפְֶשֶֶׁ לָאָֹ ידְָעוּ שָׂבְְעֶהַָ יזִכְָּוּ לָוֹמַַר שִֶׁירָהַ עֶנֶָהַָ לָוֹ מַַלָאְָָךְ מִַן הַַשֶָּׁמַַיםִ

 וְאְָָמַַר לָוֹ ישְַָעֶיְהַָ עֶדַ מַָתַי אַָתָּהַ מִַתְעֶנֶַּהֶַ עֶלַָ זהֶַ הַַדִָּבְָר שְֶׁבְוּעֶהַָ הִַיאָ מִַלָּפְִנְֶיֵ הַַמְָּקוֹם בָָּרוּךְ הַוּאָ מִַיָּוֹם
 שֶֶׁגֵּיִלָּהַָ סֵוֹדוֹ לָחֲַַבְַקֹּוּק הַַנֶּבְִָיאָ לָאָֹ גְלִָּהַָ דָבְָר זהֶַ לָשְֶׁוּם בְָּרִיאָָהַ בָָּעוֹלָםָ אָלֶָּאָָ בִָּשְֶׁבְִילָ שֶֶׁתַּלָמְִַידוֹ שֶֶׁלָ
 אָָדָם גֵּדָוֹלָ אַָתָּהַ שְֶׁלָחַָוּנֶיִ מִַן הַַשֶָּׁמַַיםִ לָזִדְַקֵֹּק אָלֵָיֶךָ לָהְַַגְיִד לָךְָ בַָּמֶַהַ זכֶָוּ הַַכָּלְָבְִָים לָוֹמַַר שִֶׁירָהַ לָפְְיִ
 שֶֶׁכָּתָוּבְ בָָּהֶַם וּלָכְֶֹלָ בְָּנֶיֵ ישְִׂרָאָלֵָ לָאָֹ יחֱֶַרַץ כָּלֶָבְֶ לָשְֶׁוֹנֶוֹ וְלְָאָֹ עוֹד אָלֶָּאָָ שֶֶׁזכֶָוּ לָעְֶבֵַָּד עוֹרוֹת מִַצָּוֹאָָתָם
 שֶֶׁכָּוֹתְבְִים בָָּהֶַם תְּפְיִלָּיִן וּמְַזוּזוֹת וְסְִֵפְרְֵי תּוֹרָהַ עֶלַָ כָּןֵ זכֶָוּ לָוֹמַַר שִֶׁירָהַ וּלָעְֶנִֶיְןַ הַַשְֶׁאָלֵָהַָ שֶֶּׁשֶָּׁאַָלָתְָּ
 חֲַזוֹר לָאֲַָחַֹרֶיךָ וְאְַָלָ תּוֹסִֵיף בַָּדִָּבְָר הַַזּהֶַ עוֹד כָּמְַוֹ שֶֶׁכָּתָוּבְ שֶׁוֹמֵַר פֶּיִוְ וּלָשְֶׁוֹנֶוֹ שֶׁוֹמֵַר מִַצָּרָוֹת נֶפְַשְֶׁוֹ.

בָָּרוּךְ ייְָ לָעְוֹלָםָ אָָמֵַן וְאְָָמֵַן

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, 
fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it is written 
(Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen spirit; they don’t 
know satisfaction’ — should they merit singing (God’s) 
praises?” An angel answered him from Heaven, saying, 
“Yeshaya, how long will you fast over this matter? It 
is an oath from before the Omnipresent, Blessed be 
He. From the day that He revealed his secret to the 
prophet Habakkuk, He has not revealed this matter to 
any creation in the world. However, since you are the 
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through 
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7), 
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited 
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their 
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that 
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23), 

‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions 
of his soul.’” Blessed is Hashem forever, Amen and Amen!  
(Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our mouths 
and our tongues! These include from speaking disparagingly (ibn 
Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid), from revealing 
information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer Chofetz Chaim, 
Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating (Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן
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שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

 רִבָּוֹן כָֹּלָ הַָעוֹלָמִַָים יהְִַי רָצֶוֹן מִַלָּפְְנֶָיֶךָ ייְָ אֱָלָהַַֹי וְאֱֶָלָהֵַֹי אֲָבְוֹתַי שֶֶׁבִָּזכְֶוּת פֶּרֶֶק שִֶׁירָהַ שֶֶׁקָֹּרָאָתִי שֶֶׁהַוּאָ
 שִֶׁירַת הַַדִּוֹמֵַם הַַצָּוֹמֵַחַַ וְהְַַחַַי, וְהְַַמְַּלָאְָָכֶיִם הַַמְְּמַֻנֶּיִם עֶלֲָיֵהֶַם מֵַאָתֵ ד’ יתְִבָָּרֵךְ שֶֶׁתְּהֵַאָ אֲָמִַירָתוֹ

 כָּהְַַקְרָבְַת קָרְבָָּן עֶלַָ גֵּבֵַָּי הַַמְִּזבְֵָּחַַ שֶֶׁתְּהֵַאָ שֶָׁעֶהַָ זוּ שְֶׁעֶתַ רַחֲַמִַים שְֶׁעֶתַ הַַקְשֶָׁבְָהַ שְֶׁעֶתַ הַַאֲָזנֶָהַָ
וְנְֶקְִרָאֲָךָ וּתְעֶנֶַּיִנֶוּ נֶעֶַתְִּיר לָךְָ וְהְֵַעֶתֵָר לָנֶָוּ

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before You, 
my God and the God of my fathers, that in the merit 
of Perek Shira, which I have recited, which is the 
song of the inanimate, the plants and the animals, 
and of the angels appointed over them by Hashem, 
may He be blessed, that its recitation be like offering 
a sacrifice on the altar, that this time be a time of 
mercy, a time of hearkening, a time of attention, in 
which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat You and You entreat us.

 שֶֶׁתִּהְַיהֶַ עוֹלָהַָ לָפְְנֶָיֶךָ אֲָמִַירַת פֶּרֶֶק שִֶׁירָהַ כָּאְִָלָּוּ הִַשַָּׂגְנְֶוּ כָֹּלָ הַַסִּוֹדוֹת הַַנֶּפְִלְָאָָוֹת וְהְַַנֶּוֹרָאָוֹת אֲָשֶֶׁר
 הֵַם חֲַתוּמִַים בָּוֹ בְָּכֶֹלָ תְּנֶאָָָיוְ הַַחְַזיִרֵנֶוּ בִָּתְשֶׁוּבְָהַ שְֶׁלָמֵַָהַ לָפְְנֶָיֶךָ וְנְֶזִכְָּהֶַ לָמְַָקוֹם שֶֶׁהַַנֶּפְְשֶָׁוֹת הַָרוּחַוֹת

 וְהְַַנֶשְֶָׁמַוֹת נֶחְֶַצֶבְָוֹת מִַשֶַּׁם וּכֶאְִָלָּוּ עֶשִָׂינֶוּ כָֹּלָ אַָשֵֶּׁר מַוּטָָלָ עֶלָָיֵנֶוּ לָהְַַשִָּׂיגְ בֵָּין בְָּגְלִָגְֵּוּלָ זהֶַ בֵָּין בְָּגְלִָגְֵּוּלָיִם
 אֲָחֵַרִים וּמַַלָּאֵָ כָֹּלָ מִַשְֶׁאֲָלָוֹת לָבִֵָּנֶוּ לָטְָוֹבְָהַ וְתְִשְֶׁלָחַַ בְָּרָכֶהַָ הַַצֶלְָחַָָהַ וְהְַַרְוְחַָָהַ בְָּכֶֹלָ מֵַעֶשֲֵׂהַ ידֵָינֶוּ וְנְֶזִכְָּהֶַ

לָשְֶׁוֹרֵר לָעֶַתֲִיד לָבְָוֹאָ וְתְַשִֶּׁיבְ שְֶׁכֶיִנֶתְָךָ לָעְֶיִר קָדְשְֶׁךָ בִָּמְַהֵַרָהַ בְָּימֵַָינֶוּ אָָמֵַן

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You as 
if we understood all the secrets, wonders and awe 
that are sealed within it in all its forms. Return us in 
complete repentance before You, and may we merit 
the place from which souls, spirits and psyches 
originate as if we had done all that is incumbent 
upon us to understand, whether in this incarnation 
or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of our 
hearts for good, and send blessing, success and 

relief in all the works of our hands. May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You 
return Your presence to Your holy city speedily in our days, amen.

רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן
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שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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רַבִּי ישְַׁעְיהָ תַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי חֲניִנאָ בֶּן דּוֹסָא הִתְעַנּהָ חָמֵשׁ וּשְׁמוֹניִם תַּעֲניִּוֹת אָמַר כְּלָבִים 
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם והְַכְּלָבִים עַזֵּי נפֶֶשׁ לֹא ידְָעוּ שָׂבְעָה יזְִכּוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה עָנהָ לוֹ מַלְאָךְ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ
ואְָמַר לוֹ ישְַעְיהָ עַד מָתַי אַתָּה מִתְעַנּהֶ עַל זֶה הַדָּבָר שְׁבוּעָה הִיא מִלִּפְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם בָּרוּךְ הוּא מִיּוֹם
שֶׁגִּילָּה סוֹדוֹ לַחֲבַקּוּק הַנּבִָיא לֹא גִלָּה דָבָר זֶה לְשׁוּם בְּרִיאָה בָּעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל שֶׁתַּלְמִידוֹ שֶׁל
אָדָם גָּדוֹל אַתָּה שְׁלָחוּניִ מִן הַשָּׁמַיםִ לִזְדַקֵּק אֵלֶיךָ לְהַגִיד לְךָ בַּמֶה זָכוּ הַכְּלָבִים לוֹמַר שִׁירָה לְפִי
שֶׁכָּתוּב בָּהֶם וּלְכלֹ בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ כֶּלֶב לְשׁוֹנוֹ ולְֹא עוֹד אֶלָּא שֶׁזָכוּ לְעַבֵּד עוֹרוֹת מִצּוֹאָתָם
שֶׁכּוֹתְבִים בָּהֶם תְּפִילִּין וּמְזוּזוֹת וסְִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה עַל כֵּן זָכוּ לוֹמַר שִׁירָה וּלְעִניְןַ הַשְׁאֵלָה שֶּׁשָּׁאַלְתָּ
חֲזוֹר לַאֲחרֶֹיךָ ואְַל תּוֹסִיף בַּדָּבָר הַזֶּה עוֹד כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב שׁוֹמֵר פִּיו וּלְשׁוֹנוֹ שׁוֹמֵר מִצָּרוֹת נפְַשׁוֹ.
בָּרוּךְ ייְָ לְעוֹלָם אָמֵן ואְָמֵן

רִבּוֹן כּלֹ הָעוֹלָמִים יהְִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָניֶךָ יי אֱלֹהַי ואֱֶלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתַי שֶׁבִּזְכוּת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה שֶׁקָּרָאתִי שֶׁהוּא
שִׁירַת הַדּוֹמֵם הַצּוֹמֵחַ והְַחַי, והְַמַּלְאָכִים הַמְּמֻנּיִם עֲלֵיהֶם מֵאֵת ד' יתְִבָּרֵךְ שֶׁתְּהֵא אֲמִירָתוֹ
כְּהַקְרָבַת קָרְבָּן עַל גַּבֵּי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ שֶׁתְּהֵא שָׁעָה זוּ שְׁעַת רַחֲמִים שְׁעַת הַקְשָׁבָה שְׁעַת הַאֲזָנהָ
ונְקְִרָאֲךָ וּתְעַנּיִנוּ נעְַתִּיר לְךָ והְֵעָתֵר לָנוּ

שֶׁתִּהְיהֶ עוֹלָה לְפָניֶךָ אֲמִירַת פֶּרֶק שִׁירָה כְּאִלּוּ הִשַּׂגְנוּ כּלֹ הַסּוֹדוֹת הַנּפְִלָאוֹת והְַנּוֹרָאוֹת אֲשֶׁר הֵם
חֲתוּמִים בּוֹ בְּכלֹ תְּנאָָיו הַחְזִירֵנוּ בִּתְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה לְפָניֶךָ ונְזְִכֶּה לְמָקוֹם שֶׁהַנּפְָשׁוֹת הָרוּחוֹת
והְַנשְָׁמוֹת נחְֶצָבוֹת מִשַּׁם וּכְאִלּוּ עָשִׂינוּ כּלֹ אַשֵּׁר מוּטָל עָלֵינוּ לְהַשִּׂיג בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּל זֶה בֵּין בְּגִלְגּוּלִים
אֲחֵרִים וּמַלֵּא כּלֹ מִשְׁאֲלוֹת לִבֵּנוּ לְטוֹבָה ותְִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה הַצְלָחָה והְַרְוחָָה בְּכלֹ מֵעֲשֵׂה ידֵָינוּ ונְזְִכֶּה
לְשׁוֹרֵר לַעֲתִיד לָבוֹא ותְַשִּׁיב שְׁכִינתְָךָ לְעִיר קָדְשְׁךָ בִּמְהֵרָה בְּימֵָינוּ אָמֵן

OU Torah /  What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira

Perek Shira – Chapter 6 and Conclusion
Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

שְׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים ישְִׂמַח ישְִׂרָאֵל בְּעשָֹׂיו בְּניֵ צִיּוֹן יגִָילוּ בְמַלְכָּם

The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One
Who made him; let the children of Zion exult in their
King.” (Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy
is when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve
Hashem, and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and
mitzvos. The further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness, the more his joy
will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.

אֵלִים שֶׁבַּשְּׁרָצִים אוֹמְרִים אֶשְׁתְּךָ כְּגֶפֶן פּרִֹיּהָ בְּירְַכְּתֵי בֵיתֶךָ בָּניֶךָ כִּשְׁתִלֵי זֵיתִים סָבִיב לְשֻׁלְחָנךֶָ

The aggressive among the creeping things say,
“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of your house; your children like olive shoots
around your table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect

to have many children.

נחָָשׁ אוֹמֵר סוֹמֵךְ ייְָ לְכָל הַנּפְֹלִים וזְוֹקֵף לְכָל הַכְּפוּפִים

The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and
straightens all the bent.” (Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked
why no verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical
acrostic) starts with the letter nun. The Gemara refers
us to Amos 5:2, which discusses the downfall of
Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew root meaning to fall.)
Nevertheless, David used the next verse – samech – to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.

עַקְרַב אוֹמֵר טוֹב ייְָ לַכּלֹ ורְַחֲמָיו עַל כָּל מַעֲשָׂיו

The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 10:12) tells us that
the Sages commanded us to visit non-Jews when
they’re sick, to help bury their dead and to support
their needy based on this verse. God has
commanded us to emulate His trait of being
merciful to all (Hilchos Avadim 9:8).

שַׁבְּלוּל אוֹמֵר כְּמוֹ שַׁבְּלוּל תֶּמֶס יהֲַלֹךְ נפֵֶל אֵשֶׁת בַּל חָזוּ שָׁמֶשׁ

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes,
the stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms
58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to
the inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies
should be like those who never saw the sun. Along these
lines, we see that the sun rose over Sodom after God had
rained fire and brimstone on it.

נמְָלָה אוֹמֶרֶת לֵךְ אֶל נמְָלָה עָצֵל רְאֵה דְרָכֶיהָ וחֲַכָם

The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider
her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains
that what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her
in the winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in
this world to serve us in the Next World.

חֻלְדָּה אוֹמֶרֶת כּלֹ הַנּשְָׁמָה תְּהַלֵּל יהָּ הַלְלוּיהָּ

The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem –
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all
praise God using just the letters Yud-Hei.

כְּלָבִים אוֹמְרִים בּאֹוּ נשְִׁתַּחֲוהֶ ונְכְִרָעָה נבְִרְכָה לִפְניֵ ייְָ עשֵֹׂנוּ

The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let
us kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean
that Hashem made the dry land and the sea.
These are the general materials from which all the
details were made.

Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it
is written (Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen
spirit; they don’t know satisfaction' — should they
merit singing (God’s) praises?” An angel answered
him from Heaven, saying, “Yeshaya, how long will
you fast over this matter? It is an oath from before
the Omnipresent, Blessed be He. From the day that
He revealed His secret to the prophet Habakkuk, He
has not revealed this matter to any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, I have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.’ Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions of his soul.’” Blessed is
Hashem forever, Amen and Amen! (Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our
mouths and our tongues! This include from speaking
disparagingly (ibn Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid),
from revealing information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer
Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating
(Hilchos Deios 4:15)!

Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before
You, my God and the God of my fathers, that in
the merit of Perek Shira, which I have recited,
which is the song of the inanimate, the plants and
the animals, and of the angels appointed over
them by Hashem, may He be blessed, that its
recitation be like offering a sacrifice on the altar,
that this time be a time of mercy, a time of
hearkening, a time of attention, in which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat
You and You entreat us.

May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You
as if we understood all the secrets, wonders and
awe-inspiring things that are sealed within it in all

its forms. Return us in complete repentance before You, and may we merit the place from
which souls, spirits and psyches originate as if we had done all that is incumbent upon us
to understand, whether in this incarnation or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of
our hearts for good, and send blessing, success and relief in all the works of our hands.
May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You return Your presence to Your holy
city speedily in our days, amen.
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